Mayor’s Column for the November 5, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review


For the Love of Evansville:  Chapter 2

October is the month that Evansville third graders usually tour City Hall and meet with the mayor.  Seven classes visited City Hall in the last couple of weeks, and through the years, I have held question and answer sessions with more than 50 classrooms of third grade students.  One of the frequently asked student questions is why I wanted to be mayor.  I answer that I love Evansville and like working to make it an even more special hometown.

At the recent League of Wisconsin Municipalities annual conference, keynote speaker Peter Kageyama spoke about his 2011 book, “For the Love of Cities.”  He explores three “magic ingredients” for community satisfaction that were identified in a three-year Gallup study called “The Soul of the Community.”  They are: aesthetics; social offerings; and openness.

Kageyama explained that the Gallup survey asked two questions about attractiveness:  how citizens rated parks, playgrounds, and trails, and how they rated overall beauty and setting of the community.  According to the researchers, “It turns out that a pretty city is a lovable city.”

The Gallup study asked about community social activities.  Is it a good place to have fun, meet people, and make friends? Do residents care about each other? Kageyama points out that every community has great stuff that flies below the radar.  Cities need to “shine a brighter light on the things that are already going on and celebrate the stories.”

The most important attribute of a community with loyal and passionate residents is openness.  Gallup researchers got at tolerance and opportunity by asking if the community was a good place for different groups—immigrants, seniors, racial and ethnic minorities, gays and lesbians, families with kids, entrepreneurs, and religious organizations.  Is the community accepting of citizen differences? Kageyama writes that when he measures the openness of a community, he likes to ask whether or not this is the type of community that he could move to, get engaged and in five or ten years run for mayor.

Openness

Kageyama’s question made me smile.  I moved to Evansville in 2002, following nearly thirty years of living in the Madison and Milwaukee areas.  I was elected mayor in 2006.  There are currently-serving City alders that were elected within a couple of years of moving here.

Evansville Manor, the Heights, and Kelly House are locally-owned and provide outstanding care for our senior community.  Creekside Place offers varied senior programs and activities, and encourages intergenerational interactions.

Outstanding cooperation and collaborations among our religious congregations enrich Evansville.  The Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet and Food Pantry, the ecumenical Thanksgiving service and pie social, Fourth of July worship in the park, and the ecumenical Christmas concert connect and inspire us.  The message of welcome is evident in these collaborations. 

We have an active gay and lesbian community.  We have strong entrepreneurial organizations, the Evansville Area Inventors & Entrepreneur Club and WE3, Women Encouraging Evansville Entrepreneurs.  Citizen volunteers work with ethnic minorities and immigrants to increase and enhance community connections.

More than a dozen years ago the Evansville community formed Evansville Community Partnership, whose mission is to build community connectedness and encourage openness.  ECP is Evansville’s visible commitment to openness.

Social Offerings

Evansville has much going on.  We can do better at “shining a light” on activities—let’s look at a smattering of activities from the past few weeks.  The Grove Society hosted an unveiling of the Ethel Gibbs historical backdrop and award ceremony for Society receipt of the 2014 Wisconsin Historical Society Ruben Gold Thwaites award.  The k-5 PTO hosted the Jack-O-Lantern Jamboree for elementary and intermediate school students and their families.  The Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club and WE3 held monthly meetings.  The Lions Club and Woman’s Literary Club held their monthly meetings.  Hundreds attended the Creekside Place Oktoberfest.  More than 400 trick-or-treaters received candy at my house on Halloween—Main Street was hopping.  STEAMpunks, Movers and Makers, and Evansville Geniuses enjoyed youth library programming.  The Plein Air Art Competition was held.  The Shop, Savor, and Stroll event was held downtown.  Evansville Farmers Market offered harvest produce.  A successful fundraiser dinner to benefit the Care Closet was held. 

In my personal calendar for the next few weeks are Literary Club, Veterans Day ceremony, Evansville Fund grant award ceremony, I & E Club contest, Creekside Indoor Farmers and Artisans market, EHS Drama Department play, Grove Society Old Home Group gathering at United Methodist Church, Olde Fashioned Christmas, Holiday Bazaar at St. John’s, ecumenical Thanksgiving Service and Pie Social, Craft Fair at J.C. McKenna School, WE3 meeting, and Evansville Ecumenical Choir Christmas Concert.

When organized sports, Scouts, other school performances, church activities, and other club meetings are included, our community is abuzz with activities.  We are a vibrant small city!

Aesthetics

Residents have told me they moved to Evansville because of our beauty.  They mention Lake Leota, “the Park,” our charm, our historic buildings, and our tree-lined streets.  Visitors to Evansville remark on its beauty.

We have worked hard as a city to improve our aesthetics.  We restored Lake Leota and are well-along in the restoration of the Allen Creek drystone walls.  According to the Evansville Park and Recreation survey taken last year, 99% of residents use Leonard-Leota Park at least once in a year.  Main Street reconstruction has transformed our downtown.  We have a master plan for redevelopment of the Highway 14/Allen Creek Corridor.  The City has purchased the vacant Bauer House property to begin improving the Allen Creek corridor in the downtown.  As a Tree City USA, we have a tree re-planting program.

***

The city-wide survey completed early this year showed that resident community satisfaction in Evansville is high.  The UW-Oshkosh researchers reported that Evansville satisfaction is much higher than in most communities.  We are strong in the areas that make for lovable cities.  However, we can do better and we are committed to doing so.  We can improve the entrances into our community to make them more welcoming and aesthetically inviting.  We can better market our social activities.  We need to celebrate our diversity and better hone our welcoming skills.  We can enhance the amenities in our seven City parks.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I asked this year’s third grade students to think of something they love about Evansville and write it down.  I have a stack of their responses on my desk.  I was particularly touched by this answer:  “The thing I love the most about Evansville is the park.  I like it because it is were [sic] I’ve made most of my friends.  It makes me so happy we have a park to play at .  From livia.”

Community Announcements

With the end of daylight savings time, the City yard waste facility will no longer be open on Wednesday evenings.  Garden debris and branches/brush can be brought to the facility on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. through November 22.  Please remember to place leaves only into the gutter for city pick-up.

A public hearing for the 2015 City budget will be held by the Common Council on Tuesday, November 11, at 6:30 p.m.  Residents are encouraged to attend.

The Evansville Area Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club will hold an Elevator Pitch Contest at its November 12 meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  $550 in prizes will be awarded to contest winners.

The Evansville High School Drama Department will present “A Delightful Quarantine,”
a play about a homebound town, on November 14 and 15 at 7:00 p.m. and November 16 at 2:00 p.m.

The first Creekside Place Indoor Farmers and Artisans Market of the season will be held on Saturday, November 15, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 102 Maple Street. 

Community Thanks

Our community thanks Boy Scout Troop 514 for holding the recent food drive to stock the Evansville Food Pantry at the Care Closet.

Evansville thanks Hannah Wilke for her successful senior service project.  Hannah raised thousands of dollars for the Evansville Care Closet with the support of committed sponsors, hard-working volunteers, and citizens dedicated to caring for our friends and neighbors needing a helping hand.
