Mayor’s Column for the November 19, 2014 Edition of the Evansville Review


In last week’s Review column, City Administrator Ian Rigg wrote about the City of Evansville budget process.  On Tuesday night, November 11, the Common Council unanimously passed the 2015 budget.  The 2015 budget holds the City tax rate steady at $6.75 per thousand of taxable property.  It is a good, tight budget.  As a reference, a decade ago the 2005 City tax rate was $6.83 per thousand.

Full time employees, except for those with employment/union contracts, will receive a 1.5% cost of living wage increase.  Contracts control increases for the other full-time staff.  An 11.85% increase in health insurance premiums made balancing the proposed budget more challenging.

Many budget items will be visible community improvements.  In 2015 you will certainly see your tax dollars at work.

· The East Main Street water tower will be cleaned inside and out and painted at a cost of $220,000.  The project was bid earlier in 2014.
· The West Side Park shelter will be completed.  This is another great collaboration with the high school trades class.
· The reconstruction of South Fourth Street from Main Street to Lincoln Street will occur.  This will include new sewer, water, storm sewer, and road surface.
· A new City end-loader will be acquired, using lease-to-purchase financing.
· A new City flatbed truck will be purchased.  
· A new police vehicle will be purchased, replacing a repair-prone squad.
· A long-needed new swing set will be purchased and installed at Brzezinski Park, a high priority park improvement identified in the 2013-2018 Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan.
· A fish re-stocking project will be undertaken in Lake Leota.
· Replacement of the two tennis courts and the basketball court at Leonard-Leota Park, also identified as high priority in the Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan, will occur.
· Allen Creek dry stone wall restoration of the west island/duck pond area and repair of the iconic duck house in Leonard-Leota Park will occur next fall, putting us well over half-way to completion of the labor intensive Creek wall project.
· Repair/restoration of the brick entry columns at Maple Hill cemetery will be accomplished.
· Tuck-pointing and replacement of the front steps at Eager Free Public Library will be scheduled.
· Installation of the monument sign at City Hall will complete the front yard landscaping.
· Repair and painting of the shake siding and trim at City Hall will be accomplished.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition the City will be working on some other significant projects next year.  The state required ten-year update of the Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan will be completed.  City Hall will undertake a substantial computer network upgrade that will greatly increase work efficiency.  The Water and Light Utility will commence an extensive advanced metering initiative that will greatly enhance customer service.  Installation of additional information layers to the Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping project will provide value to staff and residents.  Late next year, the Library Board of Trustees will begin working with an architect and a campaign consultant as early steps in the Library expansion project. 

The Common Council is putting its commitment to top-notch service, high quality of life, and continuous improvement into action.  City staff will work hard on these programs and projects.  2015 will be a busy year. 

Community Announcements

The Book to Movie Club will be Held on Thursday, November 20, at 6:00 p.m. at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  John Steinbeck’s “East of Eden” will be featured.

The Evansville Grove Society will meet on Thursday, November 20, at 6:30 p.m. at the United Methodist Church, 21 South Madison Street.  The public is invited.  The program will include the history of the Church, which will celebrate its 175th anniversary in 2015.

Olde Fashioned Christmas will be celebrated on November 21 and 22.  Carriage rides, live music, Library Reads event, Santa visits, fire truck rides, and the Chase The Grinch and Jingle Jog are among the many activities.

The Annual Holiday Bazaar at St. John’s Lutheran Church will be held on Saturday, November 22, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 312 South Third Street.

Friends of Eager Free Public Library will hold their pie sale fundraiser on Wednesday, November 26, from 3 to 6 p.m. at the Library, 39 West Main Street.

The Evansville Ecumenical Thanksgiving Church Service and Pie Social will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 26, at the United Methodist Church, 21 South Madison Street.

Community Thanks

Evansville thanks to our veterans, active duty personnel, and their families was shown at the wonderful community-wide ceremony at the high school on Veterans Day.  Support for our local veterans is outstanding and they are deserving of our continuous respect and gratitude.

Our community thanks the supporters and donors of the Evansville Fund of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin.  The Evansville Fund has provided thousands of dollars of grants that enrich our community. 


