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Joint Action Keeps Evansville Water & Light Utility Strong

Evansville Water & Light Utility is celebrating Public Power Week, October 5-11, along with more than 2,000 other community-owned, not-for-profit electric utilities that collectively provide electricity to more than 47 million Americans.  Evansville Water & Light is proud to have served Evansville friends and neighbors for more than 113 years.  Our utility was established in 1901.

Today, Evansville Water & Light serves 3,147 residential, 569 commercial, and 34 industrial customers.   The Utility is managed by the Municipal Services Committee.  The Committee currently consists of Common Council President Jim Brooks as Chair, Alderman Ben Ladik, and Alderman Rick Cole.  Mark Sendelbach is the Municipal Services Superintendent and the Evansville Water & Light Foreman is Todd Sperry. Other Utility staff include Linemen Mike Doubleday, Eric Jorgensen, and Adam Frederick, Meter Reader David Olson, Seasonal Meter Reader Amy Templeton, Water Plant Operator Karl Rasmussen, Water Operator Pat Hartin, Accounting Technician Donna Hammett, and Customer Service Specialist Lissa Berndt.

Locally-owned utilities provide a number of benefits to their communities.  Local control is a huge asset.  Our utility works for you; you are their top priority.  Our utility provides local jobs. A public power utility is a valuable local economic development tool.  

Evansville Water & Light lowers taxes to residents.  In 2013, $448,197 was transferred to the general fund for payments-in-lieu of taxes.

Our utility is committed to continuous improvement for customers.  In 2006, Evansville Water & Light became a member-owner of WPPI Energy.  Working together through WPPI Energy, we have joined forces with 50 other locally-owned electric utilities in Wisconsin, Upper Michigan, and Iowa.  WPPI Energy is known as a joint-action agency and provides resources, expertise, and many other benefits to its members.  Through WPPI Energy, our community has:

· A reliable power provider that strives to keep electricity costs lower over the long term, due in part to WPPI Energy’s ownership stake in power generation facilities and transmission assets.

· A commitment to sustainability, with 13% of our power supply coming from renewable resources.

· Access to joint purchasing, shared technologies, programs and services to better serve our residents and keep our businesses competitive.

· A seat at the table with policymakers and regulators so we can better advocate for rules and legislation that protect customers.  In 2013, we encouraged state legislators to enact a new Wisconsin law that preserves the privacy of municipal utility customers.  At the national level, we are actively working to preserve tax-exempt financing for all of our communities.  We’ll be just as active to ensure that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s new greenhouse gas rules do not adversely affect our customers. 

Council President Jim Brooks and I serve on the WPPI Energy Policy and Communications Leadership Council, and are actively involved in state and national public power advocacy.

Evansville Water & Light received American Public Power Association RP3 (Reliable Public Power Provider) designation in 2013.  RP3 designation recognizes achievement of electric industry best practices.  Less than 10% of U.S. public power utilities are recognized as RP3 utilities.  Last week the RP3 2015-2018 renewal application for Evansville Water & Light was submitted for consideration. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For local governments, finding efficiencies and service improvements remain as important as ever.  Our Common Council is committed to top-notch service.  Evansville Water & Light will be undertaking an advanced metering initiative in the coming months.  When implemented, customers will receive significant service improvements.  Our utility continues to upgrade our lines, reduce line obstructions through tree-trimming, and work with our customers on energy efficiency measures.  Evansville Water & Light, as a WPPI Energy member, is dedicated to utilizing the added benefits of joint action in providing you with excellent service for decades to come.

Community Announcements 

It is leaf-raking time.  Leaves only may be raked into the gutter, keeping storm drains clear.  Garden debris and tree branches should be bagged and delivered to the city yard waste facility; they can clog leaf collection equipment.

The Evansville Farmers Market Autumn Arts and Craft Fair will be held on October 11 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in front of Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.

AWARE’s Koats for Kids collection will end October 11.  Gently-used coats, snow pants, boots, hats, and mittens for children size 5 through 18 are especially needed.  There are collection bins at Eager Free Public Library, the Evansville Care Closet, BMO Harris Bank, Edward Jones Investments, Faith Community Church, Kids Korner, Magic Moments, and Wee Ones.  Lake Mills Cleaners will clean the donations free of charge.  Local distribution will occur in November.

The Common Council will consider a proposed animal ordinance that would limit the number of pets allowed in a household to four.  It will also require the licensing of cats.  Interested residents are encouraged to comment at the October 14 Council meeting at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.

Creekside Place will hold Oktoberfest, its biggest annual fundraiser in support of the community center, on October 18 from 6 to 10 p.m.  For information, call 882-0407.

Community Congratulations/Thanks

Evansville citizens have enjoyed the results of many Eagle Scout projects through the years.  We thank Montana Leggett for his enhancements at Maple Hill Cemetery.  Two 50-foot flagpoles have been ordered and will be installed this fall next to the existing flagpole and the improved rostrum.  Montana’s project at the cemetery received grant funds from the Clifford and Jeanette Fellows Fund of the Evansville Fund and the Evansville Fund.
