Mayor’s Column for the October 22, 2014 Evansville Review


For the Love of Evansville:  Chapter 1

Last week the annual conference of the League of Wisconsin Municipalities was held in Middleton.  Council President Jim Brooks, City Administrator Ian Rigg, and I attended sessions of the convention.

The conference keynote speaker was author Peter Kageyama.  He spoke about his book, “For the Love of Cities:  The Love Affair between People and their Places.”  Kageyama writes that vibrant, thriving communities have citizens with strong emotional attachments to their places.  When we love our cities, we cherish, protect, and are champions for them.

Kageyama references a three-year study called “Soul of the Community,” undertaken by the Gallup Organization for the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.  Over 28,000 individuals in 26 cities were interviewed.  24% of participants said they were “attached” to their communities.  36% said they were “neutral” about and 40% said they were “unattached” to their place.  Only one in four people care about and feel a connection to their communities!

During the keynote address, I thought about a comment made by Alderman Josh Manring at the Common Council meeting held just the previous night.  During Council discussion, he stated that he moved to Evansville a few years earlier because we were not like other communities.  He identified our great parks, good school system, and family-friendly environment as examples of distinguishing city assets.  Kageyama points out that we don’t love places because they are functional and safe; that is the baseline to begin building community relationships.  We don’t love cities because potholes are filled; that is a given expectation.  It is the higher level experiences that connect us to our places and create community well-being.

What really makes a city, according to Kageyama, is a small number of “co-creators” that make experiences that create community and sometimes actually delight us.  They are passionate about their friends and neighbors.  They are fire souls that are catalysts for action.  They are connectors that are committed to inspiring others to do extraordinary things to make a community that is loved.

Evansville is rich with “co-creators”, fire souls that have accomplished small and great things and are building creative new ways to engage citizens in meaningful activity.  Here are some examples.

Soon after I became mayor in 2006, I experienced my first Evansville Energy Fair.  I quickly came to realize the importance of the environment to our citizens.  Evansville participation as a 2009 Pilot Wisconsin Energy Independent Community, the Evansville Community School District focus on environmental stewardship, the Evansville Energy Independence Team commitment to sustainability, the Evansville Farmers Market availability of fresh, local food, and annual Energy Fair citizen environmental education have built a regional reputation for Evansville as a Wisconsin environmental leader. 

Community sustainability initiatives continue.  Next spring an organic community garden will be established at West Side Park.  

Formed through community action in 2000 to deal with our dying lake, SOLE, Save Our Lake Environment, was a persistent voice for Lake Leota restoration.  The tireless efforts of SOLE moved the community to take action that resulted in the successful fall 2008 referendum and the Lake dredging in early 2009.  The resulting rejuvenation of Leonard-Leota Park is remarkable! Our Lake Leota is the community jewel, and virtually every resident uses the park at least once yearly.  SOLE continues Lake monitoring and has been actively involved in the ongoing fish re-stocking program.

Community leaders, sparked by a significant resident donation to establish a dedicated senior center, undertook a capital fundraising campaign during the recession that resulted in Creekside Place.  Other than a community block grant, private citizen and business dollars built Creekside Place.  I view Creekside Place as Evansville’s community living room.  Dozens of citizens have commented to me that they do not know how our community got along before Creekside Place.  The facility is our community’s commitment to growing togetherness, with a particular focus on intergenerational activities.

The Evansville Grove Society has a mission of telling our story.  Through the years, the Society has undertaken projects such as researching our local history, moving and restoring the Baker Office Building, establishing the 4th Grade History Hunters Club, restoring the Civil War cannon, presenting programs on local history topics, and developing architectural walking/biking/driving tours.  The Grove Society was presented with the 2014 Ruben Gold Thwaites Award by the Wisconsin Historical Society, the highest award given to local historical societies for their community contributions.

Friends of Eager Free Public Library are committed to providing volunteer and financial support for “extras” for the Library.  Their support for children’s enrichment activities is notable.  The annual ice cream social fundraiser is an enjoyable community tradition.

The Evansville Ecumenical Care Closet and AWARE in Evansville provide caring assistance to our friends, family, and neighbors needing a helping hand.  Needs have been increasing over the past several years, and their steady presence is hugely important to Evansville.  Dedicated volunteers and support, such as citizen generosity for the Care Closet Raise the Roof Campaign, are evidence of community compassion. 

BASE, Building A Safer Evansville, was formed to change the culture of underage drinking and drug abuse in our community.  Evansville cares deeply for our children.  Hard work led to the successful local award of Drug Free America grant funding.  Preliminary results of BASE actions show a significant drop in risky youth behaviors in both the middle and high schools.   

Evansville Community Partnership was also formed through community action in 2000.  Their specific mission is to build community relationships.  Their successful work continues today, fostering new community groups, often by providing service as fiscal agent for the new organizations.

The local business community has been and is instrumental in providing volunteer and financial support to many of the organizations, projects, and activities that add meaning and connectedness for our citizens.  Collaborations among many are necessary for success in smaller communities like Evansville.

There are many other examples of churches, clubs, and individuals that enrich Evansville.  I wholeheartedly agree with Josh that Evansville is not like most other communities.  In my next column, I will explore Kageyama’s three “magic ingredients” for community satisfaction.

Community Announcements

Only leaves should be raked into gutters.  Garden debris, sticks, etc. can cause problems with city equipment. Please keep storm drains clear of leaves.

The annual meeting for the Evansville Grove Society will be held on Thursday, October 23rd,
at 6:00 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 312 South Third Street.  The meeting is free and open to the public.

The annual Jack-O-Lantern Jamboree, sponsored by the Evansville K-8 PTO, will be held on Saturday, October 25, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Grove Campus Fieldhouse.

City trick-or-treat hours will be Friday, October 31, from 5 to 7 p.m.  Please watch carefully for excited little ones running across streets.

Senior EHS student Hannah Wilke is hosting a turkey dinner and talent show for her senior project.  It will benefit the Care Closet Raise the Roof Campaign and is being held on Saturday, November 1, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  To purchase tickets, contact Hannah at (608) 921-2380.

The fall election will be held on Tuesday, November 4, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Evansville residents vote at Creekside Place, 102 Maple Street.  Town of Union residents vote at the Fire Station, 425 Water Street.  Every vote is important! I encourage you to exercise your right to vote.

Community Thanks

Our community thanks Alderwoman Cheryl Fuchs for obtaining and installing the stone facing to the base of the Civil War cannon at City Hall.  A memorial plaque has been ordered by the Historic Preservation Commission to complete this project.  A special thanks to all who supported the cannon restoration.

Evansville thanks the many organizations, businesses, and citizens that supported, sponsored, and produced a tremendously successful Oktoberfest last Saturday night.  The Creekside Place fundraiser enhances facility programming and supports our outstanding community asset.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The artwork completed for the Theodore Robinson Plein Air Competition was amazing.  We thank the sponsors of the event, the Theodore Robinson Society, Friends of Eager Free Public Library, and Evansville Community Partnership.  The artwork will be on display and can be purchased at the Andrew Gallery at Creekside Place through mid-November.  Proceeds from the competition will help the sponsoring organizations with their work in the community.
