Now that we’re finally through with winter, it is again time for road construction.  This time the work will be on Madison Street.  We had nine contractors bid for the utility work; G. Fox & Son of Janesville was awarded the contract as the lowest responsible bidder.  Fox was the contractor for the utility work on Main Street last year and the realignment of Exchange Street a couple years ago.
Construction is expected to start Tuesday, April 1, weather permitting.  The planned schedule has already changed a couple times in the last week due to state permits.  So this is our best estimate today; it may change during construction do to manpower, weather, or other unexpected matters.

Fox will start with installation of a new ten-inch watermain from Water Street north to Church Street.  The existing main is old and undersized with only a four-inch diameter; it will be abandoned in place after removed from service.  This should take about two weeks and will be pretty much limited to the west half of the street.

Next, they will replace eleven sanitary sewer manholes starting at near the Walker Street intersection and working north toward Church Street.  These are old, brick structures that result in inflow and infiltration of groundwater into the wastewater system.
Fox will then return to the watermain installation, this time between Water and Walker Streets.  Again, the existing main is old and undersized with only a four-inch diameter.  Its replacement will improve fire flows by providing an additional ten-inch loop.  Residents and businesses will remain on the existing watermain until completion then be connected to new services on the new main.
The next part of the utility project will be at the intersection of South Madison and Water Streets.  It involves the replacement of about two-hundred feet of twenty-one inch sanitary sewer on Water Street.  Over half of the city’s wastewater flows through this interceptor, so it is an important improvement.  This will be the deepest excavation in the project and will result in closing this major intersection for a time.  Fox will give as much notice as possible to nearby businesses to accommodate any necessary route changes for truck traffic.
The final phase of the utility improvements will be on North Madison with improvements to the lift station wet well near the entrance to the park and replacement of the sanitary sewer forcemain south to Garfield Street.  Increasing the main from four to six inches will double its carrying capacity.
During the project, through traffic will be detoured down North Union Street to East Main (both Highway 14) to County Road M and south to Trunk Highway 213.  And, obviously, the reverse will apply for traffic coming from the south.

Madison Street and cross streets will remain open to local traffic throughout the project.  Where construction prevents local access, it will be necessary to drive around the block.  Fox will work with residents and businesses along Madison Street to accommodate driveway accesses.

We have a firm completion date of June 7, because WisDOT is scheduled to begin their project at surface level on Monday. June 9.  WisDOT awarded their project to Payne & Dolan from Madison.  At this time, WisDOT has not held a pre-construction meeting so we know very little about their schedule or other details.
WisDOT’s construction will include reconstructing Madison Street from Church Street north to the bridge.  This will involve subcutting to remove concrete, gravel, and clay in order to construct an acceptable base, followed by a new bituminous mat.  
The city has had some discussion with WisDOT about needing to maintain access on the north end of Madison Street by the park during the Fourth of July, but we do not yet have the details worked out.  At worst, the street will have a gravel surface but will be accessible to the park.

The Four Corners intersection at Main Street will have a similar subcut and base but the surface will be concrete.  We do not know the details for this work, but it will disrupt traffic at a major intersection for two to four weeks.
WisDOT’s construction will include resurfacing South Madison from Church Street to the south.  They have taken several core samples in this section and believe the base below the street surface is adequate, not requiring replacement.  Resurfacing will involve milling off the top couple inches of the street surface and overlaying with a bituminous mat.

Also in this southern section, WisDOT will widen the intersection with Water Street to better handle the turning movement of truck traffic.  A turn lane will also be added on Water Street.  The approach of Old Highway 92 will also be squared off to improve sight lines at that intersection.
The sidewalk on the east side of the street will be extended to the south for pedestrians.  There will also be the replacement of concrete curb and gutter only where necessary; WisDOT anticipates this will be limited to sections where the concrete is severely cracked and deteriorated.

As WisDOT’s contractor gets close to completing and paving their project, the city anticipates hiring them to included resurfacing a couple blocks on Old Highway 92 from Madison Street west to where the Town of Union stopped their resurfacing project last summer.
Construction is necessary, but it is a hassle and disruption.  The city will be participating in regular meetings with local businesses to make sure their concerns are addressed during construction.  Access will remain open to local traffic, the downtown business district, and to other businesses on Madison Street.  Updates and information will also be posted on the city website www.ci.evansville.wi.gov.
