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Evansville to Host Economic Development Summit January 12"

Terry Whipple to be Keynote Speaker

Evansville, WI January 4, 2008 — Terry Whipple, Executive Director of the Juneau County

Economic Development Corporation (JCEDC) and founder of the Inventors and Entrepreneurs

Club model for rural economic development will be the keynote speaker for Evansville’s

Economic Development Summit January 12". Terry has a passion for creating a contagious

environment for entrepreneurship. His keynote presentation, “Catch the Culture”, is an

energizing perspective on:

the regional entrepreneurial environment and culture;

the characteristics of inventors and entrepreneurs and the constraints they
face;

ways communities can transform themselves to meet the demands of the 21°
century and the needs of the younger generations;

how communities can revitalize their thinking and culture;

overcoming fear of failure and embracing innovation;

resources to support entrepreneurs;

the importance of building a base of people to support inventors and
entrepreneurs;

the role of Inventors and Entrepreneurs Clubs.

His presentation is full of real life success stories of communities that have transformed their

culture and embraced entrepreneurism.
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Mr. Whipple has an extensive background in business development. He founded Juneau
County’s Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club in 2003. It has since spurred development of I&E
clubs nationwide and become a model for rural economic development. Mr. Whipple received
the Small Business Association’s Region V and Wisconsin 2005 Home-Based Business
Champion of the Year Award. He also received the Wisconsin 2005 Innovation Champion
Award for the development of innovative new programs. He has served as an independent
business consultant specializing in work with distressed small businesses and maintains his

own private consulting business to connect investors with businesses.

More than 400 local business representatives received a personal invitation from Evansville’s
Mayor Sandy Decker to participate in the Economic Development Summit January 12". Ken
Hendricks, founder of ABC Supply Company, had originally been scheduled as the keynote
speaker. “l am humbled to step in for Ken Hendricks,” says Whipple, “but at the same time am

honored to be able to summon the passion he had for the entrepreneurial spirit and pass it on.”

“This Summit is an important activity in creating the Economic Development Plan for
Evansville,” says Mayor Decker. “We are very excited that Terry Whipple will be presenting his
perspective on entrepreneurism. It was the theme selected by Ken Hendricks. We are
delighted that Terry so willingly agreed to share his expertise, passion and energy about

entrepreneurism with us.”

“We are also delighted to have an outstanding response from invited guests,” says Mayor
Decker. “Itis an ideal opportunity for local business representatives to talk one-on-one with
state and local leaders. So far we know that State Representative Brett Davis (R-Oregon) will
be attending as will representatives from the Department of Agriculture, Southwest Wisconsin
Workforce Development Board, Blackhawk Technical College, UW-Whitewater Small Business
Development Center, UW-Rock County and the Rock County Economic Development Agency.
The design of the day includes opportunities for participants to interact with other participants
as well as gather information from resources. Three interactive sessions will offer the
opportunity to interact with other attendees, explore topics and provide input for the economic

development plan.”

The Summit is being sponsored by the City’s Economic Development Committee in conjunction

with the Evansville Chamber of Commerce. It will be held at Evansville High School, Saturday,
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January 12" from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Business representatives who have not received an
invitation can contact Mayor Decker at 608-882-2266 to register. “We are still receiving
registration forms from people who were invited to participate,” says Mayor Decker. “We
encourage people to pre-register by January 8th so we can plan for meals, seating, and have
sufficient materials for everyone. If someone has a question about registration, they can
contact me at 608-882-2266."

The Summit will be facilitated by Judy Whalen of Whalen & Associates, Inc. She will assist the
City in developing the Economic Development Plan after the Summit. She brings not only

facilitation skills but also insight from having facilitated the Town of Union’s Smart Growth Plan.

“The Summit is one of several activities being undertaken to gather input from the business
community about the economic vitality of Evansville,” says Mayor Decker. “We have conducted

five focus group meetings and are conducting a phone survey of 135 businesses.”

The Economic Development Project is underway because economic development is one of the
nine required elements of local comprehensive plans outlined in Wisconsin Smart Growth
legislation. A 2007 action item in Evansville’s Smart Growth Plan is development of an

economic strategy for the community.

“Our Comprehensive Plan recognizes that Evansville relies heavily on residential development
for its tax base. It states that ‘the City needs more commercial and industrial development to
permit the City to reduce its relatively high property tax rate without reducing services.” Efforts
to increase commercial and industrial development in Evansville will provide a better balance to
our tax base. The current turmoil in the residential real estate environment also makes

economic development efforts timely in growing our tax base.”

Direct questions about the Summit or Economic Development Project to Judy Whalen,
Whalen & Associates, Inc, 608-455-2090 or summit@whalen.com.
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