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Evansville to Host Economic Development Summit January 12"
Ken Hendricks to be Keynote Speaker

Evansville, WI December 13, 2007 -- More than 400 local business representatives are
receiving a personal invitation from Evansville’s Mayor Sandy Decker to participate in the

Economic Development Summit January 12"

“This Summit is an important activity in creating the Economic Development Plan for
Evansville,” says Mayor Decker. “We are inviting local business representatives, surrounding
township officials, city and state officials to help us understand the issues we need to address

in the Economic Development Plan.”

Ken Hendricks, founder of ABC Supply of Beloit and Inc. magazine’s 2006 Entrepreneur of the
Year and member of Forbes magazine’s list of 400 most financially successful Americans will
be the keynote speaker. Mr. Hendricks is a dynamic businessman whose insights into

attracting, retaining and growing successful businesses will set the tone for the day’s activities.

In late August, approximately 40 business owners participated in focus groups to identify
issues impacting economic development and brainstorm the feasibility of a Summit. “The focus
groups were a very positive experience for everyone involved, “ says Mayor Decker. “The focus
group participants not only helped us with ideas for the Summit, but also uncovered
opportunities for collaboration with other business owners. This is one of the goals we would
like the Summit to achieve...connecting business owners and providing the forum for them to

uncover ways to expand their business through collaborations with other businesses.”

A phone survey of local businesses is also being conducted to gather information that will

assist with planning as well as begin generating economic information specific to Evansuville.
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The survey is being conducted with the assistance of UW-Whitewater's Small Business

Development Center. Approximately 135 businesses are being asked five questions related to
their business’ impact on employment in the area, the areas from which their customers come,
the major challenge they face, the prospect for expansion and products or services they would

like available in the Evansville area.

The Summit will be facilitated by Judy Whalen of Whalen & Associates, Inc. She will assist the
City in developing the Economic Development Plan after the Summit. She brings not only

facilitation skills but also insight from having facilitated the Town of Union’s Smart Growth Plan.

“All of these activities are being undertaken to grow the economic vitality of Evansville,” says
Mayor Decker. “Economic development is one of the nine required elements of local
comprehensive plans outlined in Wisconsin Smart Growth legislation. A 2007 action item in

Evansville’s Smart Growth Plan is development of an economic strategy for the community.”

“Our Comprehensive Plan recognizes that Evansville relies heavily on residential development
for its tax base. It states that ‘the City needs more commercial and industrial development to
permit the City to reduce its relatively high property tax rate without reducing services.” Efforts
to increase commercial and industrial development in Evansville will provide a better balance to
our tax base. The current turmoil in the residential real estate environment also makes

economic development efforts timely in growing our tax base.”

The Summit is being sponsored by the City’s Economic Development Committee in conjunction
with the Evansville Chamber of Commerce. It will be held at Evansville High School, Saturday,
January 12" from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Business representatives who have not received an

invitation can contact Mayor Decker at 608-882-2266 to register.

Direct questions about the Summit or Economic Development Project to Judy Whalen,
Whalen & Associates, Inc, 608-455-2090 or summit@whalen.com.
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