

Public Safety Committee

Wednesday, November 2, 2011 6:30 P.M.

Regular Meeting 

Evansville City Hall Council Room

31 S Madison Street

MINUTES
1.
Chairperson Wessels called meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

2.
Roll call of committee and staff members present was: Chairperson Wessels and alderperson Jacobson and Hayes (absent), Lieutenant Jay Koehler, EMS Coordinator Mary Beaver.  Others present were City Administrator Dan Wietecha, Mayor Sandra Decker, Cheyann Sherwood, Craig Brown, Ryan Archer and Lee Dammen.  

3.
Motion by Wessels, second by Jacobson, to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion passed.  

4.
Motion by Jacobson, second by Wessels, to approve the October 5, 2011 regular meeting minutes as printed.  Motion passed.  
5.
Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed – Mary Beaver distributed a letter to committee members regarding Fire/EMS calls.  
6.
Old Business – None

7.
New Business

a.
Motion by Jacobson, second by Wessels to approve the Operator’s License 


applications as recommended for Kalie M Thomas and Nathaniel W Porter.  


Motion passed.

b.
Discussion and possible motion regarding the Operator’s License application for 


Ryan Archer.  Lee Dammen was present to speak on Ryan’s behalf.  There was 


discussion by the committee regarding requirements to be met upon issuance of 

a license.  The committee would like the assessment class completed as a 


condition of issuance.  Motion by Wessels, second by Jacobson, to approve a six 

month provisional license.  Motion passed.  

c.
Discussion and possible motion regarding department head evaluations and city 

administration evaluation procedures.  

d.
Discussion regarding parking in front of Police Department and EMS Buildings.  


Committee decided the curb and parking stalls should be painted white.  
8.
Evansville Police Report - There were 1,220 calls for service for October, 2011 compared to 
1,069 in October, 2010.  There were 67 license plate transactions this month.  City 
Administrator Dan Wietecha is working on the snowmobile route update.  A fundraiser 
for a Sharps/Needle Drop Box has been initiated by Blackhawk Technical College Justice 
Association to be installed with our Medicine Drop Box.  Files are continually being scanned 
on a daily basis.  The police website also 
continues to be updated with significant 
information.  Accreditation is still ongoing with our first visit in the summer of 2012.  

2012 Budget update included discussion on a clerical position being filled with 
whomever possible, and being unable to use a coop student.  They will use another 
individual from January through June.  The radios have been ordered for the narrow 
banding conversion.  Chief McElroy attended the 911 Commission meeting where 
significant discussion on the timetable to follow for implementation of the radio 
changeover.  The schedule of changeover is as follows:  1) all radios are to be 
programmed, installed and operational between November 18, 2011 and March 30, 
2012; 
2) testing of the equipment will begin on April 1, 2012.  We will be using old frequencies 
during this testing period; 3) radios are to be reprogrammed between 
May 16, 2012 and 
January 1, 2013 when all the testing is completed; and 4) by January 1, 2013 the 
department is to be operational with all narrow banding.  

Officer Bennett resigned on October 11, and has requested to remain on a part-time basis.  
Officer Schmidt was appointed on October 5 to fill the vacancy.  He will work permanent 
part-time for 90 days then move up to full-time status.  On September 24, the department 
conducted an Assessment Center.  Interviews were held on October 27, 2011.  The Police 
Commission will meet on November 22, 2011 to appoint part-time police officers.  EVOC 
training is being attended during 
September through November at Blackhawk.  Officer 
Nankee and Laufenberg attended Interview/Interrogation on October 4-5.  Chief McElroy 
attended EVOC on October 20 and will attend the Constitutional Law Update on November 
15.  Officer Jones and Koehler attended the Concealed Carry seminar on October 4 at the 
Department of Justice.  
Mary Beaver brought to the Committee’s attention that Cheyann Sherwood was attending the meeting for the approval of her provisional and operator’s license application.  The applicant was not on the agenda.  The applicant stated she was instructed by committee at the October meeting that she was to report back to the next meeting regarding action on her application.  After some discussion, the committee recommended the police chief to revisit her provisional and approve a one month provisional license so that she may appear at the December 7th meeting for consideration on her operator’s license.  
9.
Evansville Medical Service Report – There were 34 runs for the month of October 2011.  EMS 
completed their last can drive for the year on October 29, 2011.  The “Pink Out Day” went 
well.  We raised approximately $2500 with the assistance of jail and bail, the volleyball team 
and t-shirts proceeds.  A great time was had by all and was well received by the community.  
A check will be presented to the Susan G. Komen Foundation this month.  The Masons will be 
presenting our AED this coming month.  
Contracts have been mailed to all of the townships.  


EMS participated in a gun handling training class conducted by a hunter safety instructor.  
Everyone was taught how to handle and disarm a gun in case they find a patient is armed.  
Both ambulances will have locked boxes for weapons if coming across one during an 
ambulance call.  HIPPA training was completed in October by everyone.  Our refresher class 
is still ongoing with one final exam remaining this month.  Mary and Zach will be attending a 
Life Quest training this month, with the bulk of training relating to conceal carry updates.  
Mary will be participating in the Middle School career days.  She will present information in 
regard to becoming an EMT along with requirements and salary.  
10.
Motion by Jacobson, second by Wessels, to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Dennis Wessels, Chairperson

These minutes are not official until approved by Public Safety at their next regular meeting.

