Public Safety Committee

Wednesday May 7, 2008

Regular Meeting

Evansville City Hall Council Room

31 S Madison Street

MINUTES
1.
Call to Order—Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

2.
Roll Call—Members present: Chairperson Roberts, Alderpersons Sornson and Wessels, Mary 

Beaver, EMS Coordinator, Scott McElroy, Police Chief and Municipal Judge Tom Alisankus.  Others present: Heidi Carvin, School District Administrator, Brian Cashore, Assistant Principal, Michael Pierick, School Board Member, Bob Flaherty, Middle School Principal, and members of public: Greg Ardisson, Jack Gard, Seone Gard, and Richard Woulfe. 
3.
Motion by Sornson, seconded by Wessels, to approve the April 2nd, 2008 minutes as printed.


Motion Passed.

4.
Citizen Appearances other than agenda items—None.
5.
Evansville Police Report—Chief McElroy stated there were 878 calls for service in April, an increase of 213 from last year.  There were 101 license transactions in April.  Officer positions were full time, Christian Bennett, and part-time, Benjamin Reimer. 
6.
Evansville Medical Service Report—Mary Beaver, EMS Coordinator stated that there were 132 runs to date.  Contracted Services of Lifequest is to be discussed at June 4 Public Safety Meeting.
7.
Old Business – None.
8.
New Business –


a. 
Motion by Sornson, seconded by Wessels,  to approve Friday Night Co-Ed Softball League Season schedule and beer permit applications contingent upon the record checks passing.  Motion Passed.

b.
Greg Ardisson presented agenda for Evansville Community Partnership July 4th Celebration Festivities.
c.
Motion by Sornson, seconded by Wessels, to approve utilizing Pellitteri Waste Systems for recycling document disposal.  McElroy stated that the cost would be $72.80 per trip for 2 bins to be picked up and shred documents for the Police Department.  Motion passed. 

d.
Motion by Roberts, seconded by Sornson, to recommend to Common Council approval of the contract with Lifeline Systems dba Lifequest for assignment, assumption, and collection service.  Wietecha stated that Article 7 may see some changes before Council.  Motion passed.
e.
Motion by Sornson, seconded by Wessels, to approve a Class “B” Beer and “Class C” Wine License for Evansville Hotel Group, LLC, Bradley E, Mellenberndt, Agent, 2102 Ridgeway Road, Monroe, WI 53566, d/b/a Cobblestone Inn & Suites, 715 Brown School Road, Evansville, WI 53536.  Motion Passed.  
f.
School District Administrator, Heidi Carvin, distributed information regarding maintaining the City’s ordinance to coincide with Wisconsin State Statutes, Edgerton and Milton’s truancy ordinances and Evansville School Student Handbook outlining truancy.  Mr. Cashore stated that truancy has dropped from 28% to 3%, while habitual truancy is working, and that daily truancy has too many steps for the day end.   Mr. Cashore also stated not having the ability to work with kids when there is a problem.  Mr. Flaherty states that the school has a good working relationship with police and stresses to keep it simple.  Habitual and daily truancy were addressed through face-to-face meetings last year, but daily truancy is no longer needed face-to-face.  School Board Member, Michael Pierick, stated that the school board would like a chance to address the problem, as there was not enough time to do this appropriately by this meeting.  Mr. Pierick would like to see the city adopt the State Statutes then there would not be a problem as city ordinance as it stands is more restrictive.  
The public present stressed concerns regarding how truancy is handled, if it is handled appropriately and how the school system is in violation of the state statute because of not following guidelines.  
Judge Alisankus has two issues, one is the daily truancy ordinance was transferred wrong originally and the amendment was corrected last year.  The ordinance regarding habitual truancy with forfeiture on the school district is already a state statute and he would like to see an ordinance put in place to keep documentation in line.  Truancy issues would be brought to court.  If documentation was not complete, both sides would return to court to be heard, and then a fine could be rendered at that time

Sornson asked if the School Board would meet with Judge Alisankus to work out the details. Mr. Pierick stated the school would like to have something in place by fall and that Judge Alisankus would be included in this process.   Question was raised concerning issues regarding calling in unexcused absences.  
Wessels made a motion to table the truancy until the school board is able to return with recommendations.  There was no second to the motion, motion failed for a second.   Roberts and Sornson are willing to sponsor ordinance to adopt state statute for daily truancy.  
g.
Motion by Sornson, seconded by Wessels, to table Sarah Groll’s operator’s license and committee requests her to appear at the next meeting to clarify questions on the form.  The committee requested the City Clerk to send notice to Sarah Groll requesting her appearance at the June meeting.   Motion passed. 

9.
Motion by Wessels, seconded by Sornson to adjourn at 7:25 p.m.  Motion Passed.  The next Public Safety Meeting is June 4th, at 6:00 p.m.  
Diane Roberts, Chairperson

These minutes are not official until approved by Public Safety at their next regular meeting.  
