



BOARD OF REVIEW

Thursday, June 2, 2011, 4:00 p.m.

City Hall, 3rd Floor Council Chambers

31 S. Madison St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call meeting to order.  The City Clerk called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call.  Members present:  Larry Dobbs, Steve Melanz, John Willoughby, and Gil Wiedenhoeft.  Diane Bailly arrived at 4:01 p.m.  Sharel Surles was absent.  Staff present:  Dean Peters, Associated Appraisal Consultants and Judy Walton, City Clerk.

3. Nomination and election of Board of Review Chairperson.  Willoughby made a motion, seconded by Melanz to appoint Larry Dobbs Chairman for Board of Review.  Motion approved 3-0 with Larry Dobbs abstaining.  (Diane Bailly arrived at this time.)
4. Determine if one voting member has attended Board of Review Training within the past two years.  Dobbs stated that he, Steve Melanz, and Gil Wiedenhoeft received training in May of this year.
5. Approval of Agenda.  Willoughby made a motion, seconded by Melanz to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion approved 5-0 on a roll call vote.
6. Approval of Minutes.  Willoughby made a motion, seconded by Melanz to waive the reading of the minutes of the June 3, 2010 meeting and approve them as printed.  Motion approved 5-0 on a roll call vote.

7. Examine Assessment Roll, Affidavit signed by Assessor, examine Real Estate and Personal Property portions of roll.  Dobbs received confirmation from the City Clerk that the assessment roll had been completed and the assessor’s affidavit was signed.  
8. City Assessor presentation of the summary of State of the City’s Assessments and Past Years Activity.  Peters stated for the record that he is Dean W. Peters, Wisconsin Certified Assessor representing Associated Appraisal Consultants, and for the 2011 assessment year, the assessment roll has been completed, the affidavit has been signed and all necessary reports have been timely filed with the Department of Revenue.

He reported on the ratio of assessed to fair market value and anticipates that the ratio for the 2011 assessment year will be over 100%, adding that this is typical given the current market conditions.
He stated that for the 2011 assessment year, there was approximately 1.8 million dollars of new construction and a $190,000 increase in land value.  However, there was a reduction in assessed value of approximately 1.4 million dollars.
He added that he feels there is a need for a revaluation within the next year or two yet understands that the city would most likely not budget for that unless it is required by the state.
At 4:17 p.m. Chairman Dobbs requested a recess until arrival of an objector.  The Board was present during the recess.

Meeting reconvened at 4:21 p.m.
9.-10.
Hear Objectors to assessments and Deliberations
1. 222 001256, 213 S First Street.  
Chairman Dobbs explained the procedure for hearing objections.  The City Clerk informed the board that the objection form was received on June 2, 2011, but Lisa had given a verbal intent to object on May 24th.  The City Clerk swore in Lisa Elmer, 213 S First Street, Evansville, and then City Assessor Dean Peters.  Dobbs received confirmation from Peters that he had at least 48 hours to prepare for the objection.
Lisa Elmer stated that they purchased the home a year ago for $76,900 and then had it appraised, which came in at $90,000, and she feels that the current assessment of $175,000 is excessive.  She stated the home was quite dirty and there were unfinished projects.  She presented a copy of her appraisal as evidence.
Peters presented the 2011 property record for this residence and gave the history of the property.  In 2006 the property sold for $171,000 and in 2009 the property was foreclosed on and sold in March, 2010 for $55,500.  Peters took a couple minutes to look at the appraisal and noted that the comparables used were for smaller homes and used a very low dollar per square foot for the square footage adjustment.  He presented three other comparables to the Board and recommended using an average value per square foot of those which would be around $59.00 per square foot (the objector’s property is 2,416 square feet).  The Board discussed size, condition, and whether the properties had basements.  
Willoughby made a motion, seconded by Melanz to place the assessed value of the property at 213 S First Street at $145,000 as follows:
2011 Original Assessment

2011 Final Assessment
Land
45,300
45,300


Improvements
129,700
99,700
Total
175,000
145,000
Motion approved 5-0 on a roll call vote.

2. 222 001650, 526 Vision Drive.  
The City Clerk swore in Michelle Fortune and Martin Alstad, appearing for the property at 526 Vision Drive, Evansville.  
Chairman Dobbs informed them that the Board would need to determine if they were going to allow the objection to be heard due to the notice of intent to file being received without a 48 hour notice.  He directed the Board to the list of reasons for the late filing that accompanied the objection form.  He added that the 48 hours was needed for the City Assessor to prepare for the appeal.
Dobbs then asked City Assessor Dean Peters if he had 48 hours to prepare and he responded that he did not.  Peters stated he was able to obtain a copy of the property record from his office this afternoon but he told the Board that he was not as prepared as he would like to be. 
Willoughby made a motion, seconded by Wiedenhoeft, that due to the lack of a 48 hour notice, the assessment for 526 Vision Drive would remain the same.  Motion approved 4-1 on a roll call vote with Bailly opposing.
At 5:05 p.m. Chairman Dobbs requested a recess until 5:53 p.m. or until arrival of an objector.  The Board was present during the recess.

Meeting reconvened at 5:53 p.m.
11. Motion to adjourn.  Willoughby made a motion, seconded by Wiedenhoeft to adjourn at 6:00 p.m.  Motion approved 5-0 on a roll call vote.  
Judy Walton

City Clerk
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