Evansville Redevelopment Authority

Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, December 16, 2008, 7:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm by Chair John Decker.  Present: John Decker, Betsy Ahner, Tony Wyse, Tom Calley, and Chris Eager.  Absent: Barb Jacobson and Roger Roth.  Also present: Executive Director Dan Wietecha and Mayor Sandy Decker.

II. Quorum.  There being a majority of the commissioners present at call to order, a quorum was declared.
III. Agenda.  Wyse made a motion, seconded by Calley, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.

IV. Minutes.  Calley made a motion, seconded by Wyse, to approve the September 16 minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

V. Old Business:
a. 137 East Main Street.  It was noted that Matthias James has had the building raised and has started on the renovations.  It appears to be going well.

VI. New Business.  

a. Future of Redevelopment Authority.  The board noted that the projects identified in the Tax Increment District #5 Project Plan had been pretty well completed.  There is currently little need for the Redevelopment Authority to continue meeting.

With little funding – maybe $20,000 – available for development incentives, the board discussed rolling it into the Building Improvement Grant (BIG) as a downtown window replacement program.  Janesville and Rockford have operated similar programs.
Discussion turned to keeping the funds available for a small project rather than spreading it too thin.  It was noted that the Project Plan also included $500,000 in pay-as-you-go development assistance.  Even though this currently appears unlikely; it may be a possibility in the future.  Or the Project Plan could be modified per state statute.  Eager made a motion, seconded by Wyse, to recommend the Common Council suspend the Redevelopment Authority.  Motion passed unanimously.

VII. Suggestions for Future Agenda.  No future meetings planned.
VIII. Adjournment.  With no further business, Calley made a motion, seconded by Ahner, to adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously.
