Evansville Redevelopment Authority

Board of Commissioners

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, August 19, 2008, 7:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 7:40 pm by Chair John Decker.  Present: John Decker, Betsy Ahner, Tony Wyse, Barb Jacobson, and Tom Calley.  Absent: Roger Roth and Chris Eager.  Also present: Executive Director Dan Wietecha, Mayor Sandy Decker, Matthias and Lisa James, Rick Francois, and Tim Meredith.

II. Quorum.  There being a majority of the commissioners present at call to order, a quorum was declared.
III. Agenda.  Ahner made a motion, seconded by Wyse, to approve the agenda, including taking Tim Meredith as Citizen Comments under New Business.  Motion approved unanimously.

IV. Minutes.  Calley made a motion, seconded by Jacobson, to approve the July 15 minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

V. Old Business:
a. TID #5 Project Plan.  The district has spent 30% of the project plan expenditures; by statute an audit will be required next year.  The city council previously approved inter-fund loans to the district at 1.5% interest.  The city finance director will be recommending that the city raise the rate, probably to 5.0%.
b. Advertising TID #5.  The promotional luncheon is being planned for September (date to be determined), Rock ‘N Rollz will cater, and it will be held at UB&T.  Plans are now for two presentations, one mid-day and one in the evening, to better meet people’s schedules.  John Decker, Eager, and Wietecha will meet to draft the invitation letter and presentation material.
c. Transit Oriented Development.  Funding and consultant options are being researched.
VI. New Business:
a. 137 East Main Street.  Matthias James has gutted the building in preparation of rehabilitating it; the project has been approved by the Historic Preservation Commission.  He is applying for a TIF grant of 20% of the estimated $147,000 project cost.  The Board noted that the project meets a majority of the criteria for extra consideration and asked James to provide the application and estimates to Wietecha for review.
b. Former Bauer Haus Property.  The Allen Creek Master Plan drawn up by RA Smith had suggested a new north-south street linking Main and Church Streets.  Since this property is on the market, this may be worth considering further. 
c. Citizen Appearance.  Tim Meredith and Rick Francois indicated that they had been to Plan Commission to discuss the possibility of opening a used car lot on Union Street.  The site is zoned B-3 Community Business District, and a used car lot would require a conditional use permit.  The Plan Commission had told them that the Redevelopment Authority envisioned this portion of Union Street becoming an extension of the downtown and that the RA Smith plan had some design guidelines.  They think they can design a “downtown” façade and have the cars parked along the side of the building.  The Board indicated that the concept complied with the general spirit of the plan, but renderings of the elevation and site plan would be needed to discuss further.  It also noted concerns about fences, lighting, and future street alignment.
VII. Suggestions for Future Agenda.  No new items.

VIII. Adjournment.  With no further business, Jacobson made a motion, seconded by Calley, to adjourn at 8:55 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.

