Public Works Committee

Regular Meeting
Tuesday, January 28, 2014 at 6:22 pm (following prior meeting)
Public Works Garage, 535 South Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order by Chair Cheryl Fuchs at 6:22 pm.

2. Roll Call.  Present:  Alderpersons Cheryl Fuchs, James Montgomery, and Rick Cole.  Also Present: Alderpersons Jim Brooks and Ben Ladick, Interim Superintendent Mark Sendelbach, Engineers Brian Berquist and Ben Heimann, and City Administrator Dan Wietecha.

3. Agenda.  Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Fuchs, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.

4. Minutes.  Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Fuchs, to approve the minutes of the November 20, 2013, regular meeting.  Motion approved unanimously.

5. Citizen Appearances.  None.

6. New Business.  Montgomery stated he would like the city to enact an ordinance limiting the number of dogs and cats.  He said it would limit puppy mills, improve the health of animals, prevent having a business operate in a residence, keep neighborhood peace, and be forward thinking.  He asked that the topic be placed on the agenda for next month.

7. Old Business.  None.

8. City Engineer:
a. Maple Street.  Berquist explained Town & Country would re-inspect the street after the spring thaw.  It would be bid with the W. Main Street project as a single package.  Because of the grant contract for the Municipal Street Improvement Program, the projects would not be bid until April.  Construction would occur over the summer.
b. W. Main Street.  This is being coordinated with the Maple Street Project.

c. Site Plan Review.  Berquist noted that Evansville Ford would be filing for annexation into the city.  Preliminary information on their expansion has been looked at for site plan review.

d. Sludge Drying.  Berquist and Heimann explained the drying beds for the treated sludge at the wastewater treatment plant were nearing capacity and may run out of storage space in four to six weeks.  The beds appear shallower than needed, the biological treatment hasn’t been digesting at the best rate, a wet summer, and an early cold winter have contributed to the capacity problem.  Immediate steps to address it have included injecting chlorine to aid the biological treatment, potentially adding a polymer to thicken the sludge, and arranging for hauling to a larger neighboring plant for disposal.  Medium-term steps will include a new hauling schedule to remove sludge in November, potentially taking the third vertical loop reactor offline to better control the biological process, and entering a long term contract with a neighboring plant to receive sludge if necessary.  In the next couple years we will need to look at long term solutions such as additional drying beds, mechanical methods, or a reed bed.
e. Wind Turbine.  Berquist explained with the change in Public Works Superintendent his office will be stepping up to birddog the wind turbine.  The current problem appears to be with the yaw motor, is covered by the warranty, and is scheduled for repair later this week.
9. Superintendent.  No report.
10. Parks and Recreation.  No report.
11. Adjourn.  Montgomery made a motion, seconded by Fuchs, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 7:00 pm.
