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City of Evansville Plan Commission/Historic Preservation Commission
Regular Meeting

Monday, April 6, 2015, 6:00 p.m.

City Hall (Third Floor), 31 South Madison Street 

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:00 pm.
2. Roll Call. Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, John Gishnock, Barbara Jacobson, Rick Cole, Matt Eaton, Carol Endres and Bill Hammann. Others present: Historic Preservation Commission members, Planning Intern Brad Sippel and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Approval of Agenda. Motion to approve the March 2, 2015 agenda as printed by Hammann/Endres. Approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes: Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from the March 2, 2014 regular meeting and approve them as printed with revisions as discussed by Hammann/Cole. Approved unanimously.
5. Civility Reminder. Decker noted the City’s commitment to civil discourse.
6. Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed. None.

7. New Business
a. Review of Visual Preference Survey results and overview of common themes. Sergeant presented the results of the visual preference survey and discussed common themes of all surveys done to date.  Common themes included: Residents want growth in Evansville, More business and housing choices, historic character is beloved by residents, growth should respect historic character, new homes and businesses should respond to walkability concerns and priorities, streetscape and pedestrian improvements needed throughout.    
b. Parcel 6-27-559.5030 (Lot 30 of Westfield Meadows) PUD General Development Plan discussion and motion to recommend to council:

i. Initial staff and applicant comments Sergeant overviewed his staff report including potential density of development in an R3 district.  
ii. Public Hearing Hans Veit of Emanuel Ct expressed concern about the value of homes on Emanuel Ct being reduced by a the placement of a multi-family development and concern over the safety of residents in the proposed development 
iii. Plan Commissioner Questions and comments. Jacobsen expressed concern over the width of driveways and size of garages being in front of all the units. Endres asked if storage sheds could be added later.  Sergeant indicated the PUD process would require that any modifications come back through the PUD process for approval by the commission. Cole asked if tenants would be allowed to garden.  Berg indicated there would be no objection to residents creating gardens.  Berg indicated staff would permit a range of building footprints to be placed at each location. Staff clarified a concept plan indicated a range of footprints.  However, the phase for review at this meeting identifies specific building footprints that cannot be changed. Cole liked the offering of two story homes.  
iv. Motion by Hammond/Cole that the Plan Commission recommends the Common Council approve the overlay zoning of Phase1/Lot1 of parcel 6-27-559.5030 from R-3 (Residential Three) to PUD (Planned Unit Development), finding that the public benefits of the proposed overlay zoning outweigh any and all potential adverse impacts of the proposed overlay zoning, as identified in Section 130-174(3)a-c of City ordinances with the following conditions:
1.) Applicant completes preliminary and final land division processes to create Lot 1(Phase 1).

2.) Applicant submits a storm water management plan for approval by city staff

3.) Applicant discusses and submits a detailed easement and management for public utilities on the parcel for approval by city staff.

4.) Before construction, applicant files for all required building and sign permits.
Approved Unanimously
c. Parcel 6-27-559.5030 (Lot 30 of Westfield Meadows) PUD Precise Implementation Plan discussion and motion to recommend to council:

i. Initial staff and applicant comments. Sergeant indicated the same staff report covers the PIP process, since no changes were proposed to the GDP.
ii. Public Hearing. No public comments
iii. Plan Commissioner Questions and comments. No additional commissioner discussion.
iv. Motion by Hammond/Jacobson that the Plan Commission recommends the Common Council approve the overlay zoning of Phase1/Lot1 of parcel 6-27-559.5030 from R-3 (Residential Three) to PUD (Planned Unit Development), finding that the public benefits of the proposed overlay zoning outweigh any and all potential adverse impacts of the proposed overlay zoning, as identified in Section 130-174(3)a-c of City ordinances with the following conditions:
5.) Applicant completes preliminary and final land division processes to create Lot 1(Phase 1).

6.) Applicant submits a storm water management plan for approval by city staff

7.) Applicant discusses and submits a detailed easement and management for public utilities on the parcel for approval by city staff.

8.) Before construction, applicant files for all required building and sign permits.
Approved Unanimously
8. Old Business

a. Smart Growth Plan update

i. Chapter 4, Transportation: Complete text discussion and review. Sippel and Sergeant reviewed the existing transportation chapter.  Commission discussed and agreed additional sidewalks are important and a more connected street grid is also important. Gishnock asked if vacating 7th street was a good option if a connected street grid is a priority.  Sergeant indicated the City had previously agreed to vacate 7th street south of Prairie View.  However, staff will continue to work with applicant to get a connecting street out of the Lot 30 development.  Decker indicated a development at the far north end of 6th street would complete the connection to County C.  Cole asked if 7th street can go through West Side Park.  Staff indicated a possible connection through the park is possible, but challenging.  Sergeant reminded commission that as new developments are approved they need to be reviewed against the transportation goals of the Smart Growth Plan. Sergeant indicated the desire of council to have sidewalks on both sides of all streets and the amount of staff resources wasted tracking agreements to put sidewalks on only one side
ii. Other updates.

9. Monthly Reports
a. Report on other permitting activity by Zoning Administrator. Razing permit approved for 268 W Liberty.
b. Report on Common Council actions relating to Plan Commission recommendations. Preliminary Land Division approved at 170 S Union.
c. Report on Board of Appeals actions relating to zoning matters. None.
d. Report on Enforcement. None.
e. Planning Education/News. Sergeant included an article regarding the PUD process.
10. Next Meeting: Monday, May 4, 2015 at 6 p.m.
11. Motion to Adjourn. Motion by Jacobson/Cole to adjourn at 7:55pm. Approved Unanimously.
Mayor Sandra J. Decker, Plan Commission Chair

