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City of Evansville Plan Commission

Regular Meeting

Monday, October 6, 2014, 6:00 p.m.

City Hall (Third Floor), 31 South Madison Street 

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:04 pm.
2. Roll Call. Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Carol Endres, John Gishnock, Rick Cole, and Bill Hammann. Members Absent: Matt Eaton and Barbara Jacobson. Others present: Planning Intern Brad Sippel and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Approval of Agenda. Hammann made a motion, seconded by Cole, to approve the agenda with a change to the correct meeting day. Motion approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes: Hammann made a motion, seconded by Endres, to waive the reading of the minutes from the August 4, 2014 regular meeting and approve them as printed, with the change of the day of the meeting to Tuesday. Motion approved unanimously.
5. Civility Reminder. Decker noted the City’s commitment to civil discourse.
6. Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None.
7. New Business
a. Smart Growth Plan update.
i. Continue Discussion on Smart Growth 4: Housing and Implementation. The Plan Commission began by discussing the changes to the first three goals. The first goal was determined to be acceptable. Hammann desired to have Goal #2 to maintain housing value growth over time. The discussion of Goal #3 was centered on affordable and senior housing. Without adequate affordable housing policies, the City may find itself without affordable housing in 10 years. Objective three should bring up building standards for housing adaptable for seniors and disabled people. The city previously tried a percentage approach for universal design housing, which was turned down. This ordinance would have required 20% universal housing. This objective should be worded to create a policy to create minimum standards and a number of senior housing. There was a discussion on the procedure or policy for promoting this type of housing, possibly including it as part of a development agreement. There was a discussion regarding the scale of mixed development, housing diversity and the Traditional Neighborhood Design ordinance, and the related objectives under Goal #3. There was a discussion about researching allowing accessory dwelling units in the code and an objective related to it. The plan commission discussed objectives related to Goal #4. There was a discussion about building standards and building inspection, and the reputation that either standards or enforcement are lacking in some way in the City, which is creating some problems for residents. Plan commission discussed design standards for residential construction and the point system that was worked on through the Unified Land Development Committee (ULDC). Given the complexity of a point based system, it may be better for the city to consider a minimum threshold for design standards to avoid having a pattern of developments that have many houses of the same design. There was a discussion about building codes and how often they have been updated in Evansville. The Plan Commission discussed a new goal that was drafted by staff regarding sustainable housing development and related objectives, such as storm water management, energy efficiency, renewable energy, walkability, solid waste reduction, and water conservation.
ii. Continue discussion on Smart Growth Chapter 5: Transportation and implementation. The Plan Commission discussed the first 3 goals of the Transportation chapter. Goal 1 remained mostly unchanged. There was a discussion about potential bike paths, commuter rail, and freight rail lines as part of the transportation system. There was a discussion about snowmobiles and some of the issues related to road crossings, residential neighborhoods, and route connectivity. Before anything is put in the plan the agreement made with the club should be found. There was a discussion about traffic in Leonard-Leota Park and whether there was a need for traffic calming measures. Plan Commission discussed bicycle route signage, bicycle pavement markings, and lanes. There was an interest in increased bicycle parking downtown, and a discussion about the street furniture of the downtown. There was a discussion about sidewalks in the city, where the survey shows residents desire sidewalks on both sides of the street and many prioritize walkability, but it is politically unpopular when maintenance or installation occurs. Some areas of the city have no sidewalks, and some parks are not accessible by sidewalks or ramps.
b. Bauer House property update. The City now owns the Bauer House Property.
c. Post office relocation update. A resident sent a letter urging the Post Office to stay near downtown. Their next step is to start looking at sites. There is one site they are looking at and the owner may be interested in developing the site for the post office.
8. Monthly Reports
a. Report on floodplain map update. Sippel submitted the final documentation for the CRS application, and we are now just waiting to hear back from FEMA on our certification.
b. Report on other permitting activity by Zoning Administrator. Sergeant updated the Plan Commission on sign permits that have come across his desk, and some calls. One person is looking at a home occupation. Conversations have occurred between a developer and the city regarding a retail development on the east side.
c. Report of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission. None.
d. Report on Common Council actions relating to Plan Commission recommendations. None.
e. Report on Board of Appeals actions relating to zoning matters. None.
f. Report on Enforcement. None.
g. Planning Education/News. Sergeant included articles about streets as places. Decker noted that the section discussing a management entity for street is important. Years ago the Wisconsin Main Street Coordinator recommended a downtown street manager to improve the vibrancy of the downtown.
9. Next Meeting: Monday, November 3, 2014 at 6 p.m.
10. Motion to Adjourn.  Hammann made a motion, seconded by Cole to adjourn at 8:07 p.m. Motion approved unanimously.
Mayor Sandra J. Decker, Plan Commission Chair

