
City of Evansville Plan Commission

Regular Meeting

Monday, February 3, 2014, 6:00 pm

City Hall (Third Floor), 31 South Madison Street

MINUTES

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Mayor Sandy Decker.

2. Roll Call. Members present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Matt Eaton, John Gishnock, Jon Senn, Carol Endres, and Bill Hammann. Members absent: Jim Brooks.  Others present: City Administrator Dan Wietecha and Planning Intern Brad Sippel.

3. Approval of Agenda.  Senn made a motion, seconded by Endres, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.
4. Approval of Minutes. Senn made a motion, seconded by Endres, to waive the reading of the minutes from the January 6, 2014, regular meeting and approve them as printed. Motion approved unanimously.

5. Civility Reminder. Decker noted the city’s commitment to civil discourse.
6. Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  Planning Intern Brad Sippel introduced himself.  He is in the master’s program for urban and regional planning at UW-Madison.  Among other projects, he will be assisting with the Smart Growth Plan update, especially public engagement.  The Plan Commissioners introduced themselves.
7. New Business

i. Smart Growth Plan Update.  Sippel said UW-Oshkosh had reported about 450 responses prior to the reminder post card being sent over the weekend.  The response deadline has been extended to Friday, February 7.
ii. Annexation Process.  Wietecha explained that most annexations in the state, and all annexations in Evansville the last several decades, have been by unanimous consent.  In an annexation by unanimous consent, all property owners have signed the petition for annexation.  The property must be contiguous to the current city limits.  Since an annexation occurs by ordinance, it has two readings and is on the agenda for two Common Council meetings.  The annexation ordinance also requires a public hearing before the Plan Commission.  Additionally, the proposed annexation is reviewed by the Wisconsin Department of Administration.  Regardless of the property’s zoning or use in the township, it is zoned as Agricultural when it comes into the city.  Often a rezoning ordinance and hearing are held concurrently to designate the city’s zoning for the property.  Requirements for the city to reimburse the township for lost property taxes for five years have typically been passed on to the property owner as a condition of approving the annexation.  Hammann noted that in the past some Town of Union board members and property owners have questioned the process at public hearings.  It is important to an annexation follow the legal procedures and notice requirements.
8. Monthly Reports

a. Report on floodplain map updates.  Wietecha met with the Department of Natural Resources on January 22.  They said the proposed map updates are in review at the federal level and it will probably be a month yet before the 90-day appeals period begins.

b. Report on other permitting activity by Zoning Administrator.  No report.
c. Report on the Unified Land Development Code Committee.  No report.
d. Report of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission.  No report.
e. Report on Common Council actions relating to Plan Commission recommendations.  No report.
f. Report on Board of Appeals actions relating to zoning matters.  No report.
g. Enforcement Report.  No report.
9. Meeting Reminder.  The next Plan Commission meeting will be on Monday, March 3, 2014, at 6 pm at City Hall.
10. Adjournment.  Hammann made a motion, seconded by Senn, to adjourn the meeting. Motion approved unanimously at 6:30 pm.
The minutes are not official until approved by the Plan Commission at their next regular meeting.
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