
City of Evansville Plan Commission

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, September 3, 2013, 6:00 p.m.

City Hall (Third Floor), 31 South Madison Street
MINUTES

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Mayor Sandy Decker.

2. Roll Call. Members present: Mason Braunschweig, Mayor Sandy Decker, Matt Eaton, John Gishnock, Bill Hammann, and Jon Senn. Members absent: Carol Endres. Others present: Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff and City Administrator Dan Wietecha.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Senn, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 6-0.
4. Approval of Minutes. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Hammann, to waive the reading of the minutes from the August 6, 2013 regular meeting and approve them as printed. Motion approved 6-0.
5. Approval of Minutes. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Hammann, to waive the reading of the minutes from the August 6, 2013 joint meeting of the Plan Commission and Economic Development Committee and approve them as printed. Motion approved 6-0.
6. Civility Reminder. Decker noted the monthly civility reminder.
7. Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None.
8. New Business 
a. Public Hearing concerning a proposed application for a Conditional Use Permit request for 564 Water Street to permit a vehicle repair and maintenance facility in an I-1 (Light Industrial) District

i. Initial Staff and Applicant Comments - Sidoff explained that the applicant had been operating a vehicle repair business at this site for a number of years. Upon hearing that other similar businesses in the area had recently been required to apply for a conditional use permit, the applicant approached Sidoff to apply for the permit. The parcel is located outside of the wellhead protection zone. Sidoff noted that the conditions laid out in the staff memo were reflective of the current business’ operations and Plan Commissioners’ discussions during past reviews of conditional use permits for vehicle repair. The larger number of cars recommended to be allowed on site is reflective of the larger parcel and building occupied by the business.
ii. Public Hearing - Mayor Decker opened the public hearing at 6:03 pm. No comments. Mayor Decker closed the public hearing at 6:04 pm.
iii. Plan Commissioner Questions and Comments - Eaton asked whether the applicant owned the entire building, and Sidoff noted that she believed that Mr. Talbot did own the entire building. 
iv. Motion - Motion by Braunschweig, seconded by Senn to approve issuance of a Conditional Use Permit for Vehicle Repair and Maintenance for 564 Water Street, finding that the benefits of the use outweigh any potential adverse impacts, and that the proposed use is consistent with the required standards and criteria for issuance of a CUP set forth in Section 130-104(3)(a) through (e) of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Permit is approved subject to the following conditions:

1. The business operator, now and in the future, shall comply with all provisions in the City’s Zoning Code, as may be amended, related to vehicle repair and maintenance (Section 130-417).

2. No vehicles associated with the vehicle repair and maintenance business or being served by the vehicle repair and maintenance business may be stored off-site or on City streets.

3. No vehicles being serviced by the vehicle repair and maintenance business may be stored at the facility for longer than 4 weeks.

4. No more than 20 customer vehicles being serviced by the vehicle repair and maintenance business shall be parked on the subject property at any point in time.

5. No items associated with the vehicle repair and maintenance business may be stored outside, other than what is expressly allowed under these conditions.

6. Hours of operation shall be limited to Monday-Saturday: 7am – 7pm.  

7. All regulations by other governmental entities pertaining to the use shall be adhered to at all times.

8. The use shall comply with Article III of Chapter 130 at all times (Article III concerns performance standards).

b. Update on City of Evansville Park and Outdoor Recreation Plan - Sidoff noted that the Park and Recreation Board (PRB) prioritized recommendations and discussed the results at their meeting last month. The PRB will hopefully be reviewing the final draft of the Plan at their September meeting, and the final draft Plan would ideally come to Plan Commission to review and recommend to Common Council in October.
9. Monthly Reports

a. Report on other permitting activity by Zoning Administrator.  Nothing to report.
b. Report on the Unified Land Development Code Committee.  Nothing to report.
c. Report of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission.  Nothing to report.
d. Report on Common Council actions relating to Plan Commission recommendations.  Wietecha noted that the Committee of the Whole, which includes Council members and Department Heads, will be meeting on September 28, and a major topic of discussion will be the upcoming update to the City’s Smart Growth Plan. Two budget-related components will possibly include a public opinion survey and a college intern.  Sidoff noted the Council approved the letter of support for SWAG, which the Plan Commission and Economic Development Committee had recommended for approval at their joint meeting last month.
e. Report on Board of Appeals actions relating to zoning matters.  Sidoff noted that the Board of Appeals approved the Ward-Hurtley Funeral Home application for a sign variance. Mayor Decker asked if there was a lot of discussion, and Sidoff noted that a few neighbors attended to indicate that they did not see a problem with the sign. Additionally, the Funeral Home’s insurance company had indicated that the existing sign was a safety hazard, as pedestrians or bicyclists could run into it. The Board of Appeals’ discussion did not indicate that this was an item that needed to be addressed through a broader conversation.
f. Enforcement Report.  Nothing to report.
10. Meeting Reminder.  The next Plan Commission meeting will be on Tuesday, October 1, 2013 at 6 pm at City Hall. 
11. Adjournment.  Hammann made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to adjourn at 6:12 pm. Motion approved 6-0.
The minutes are not official until approved by the Plan Commission at their next regular meeting.
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