City of Evansville Plan Commission

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 6, 2009, 6:00 p.m.

City Hall (Third Floor), 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Sandy Decker. 
2. Roll Call.  Members Present:  Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, Sandy Decker, John Gishnock, Bill Hammann, Diane Roberts, and Gil Skinner.  Others Present: City Administrator, Dan Wietecha; City Planner, John Stockham; and Roger Berg.

3. Approval of agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to approve the agenda as printed.    Motion approved unanimously.  
4. Approval of minutes.
A. Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to waive the reading of the minutes from the March 2, 2009 regular meeting and approve them as printed.  Motion approved unanimously.
5. Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None
6. Action items 

A. Zoning Map Amendment / Rezoning – 565 E. Main Street.  Stockham explained that the request is to change the zoning from R-1 to B-1.  The site would be the future office of Litewire Internet.  The property is a double sized lot and the intent is to use the existing home temporarily, with the possibility of a new facility being built in the future.  A site plan will follow in 60-90 days.  Stockham outlined the existing land uses and zoning on the adjoining parcels.  The Commission asked for and received confirmation that the required notice was mailed to the appropriate property owners.  The Commission discussed the existing home; although quite old, it is not in the historic district.  Decker opened the public hearing at 6:09 p.m.  Roger Berg stated this would be an ideal use for the property.  He explained two recent offers he had and his reasoning for why he thought the property would be better as a business versus residential, including the fact that it fronts a high traffic road.  Decker closed the public hearing at 6:15 p.m.   Decker commented that the original home was of vernacular architecture, found in several other homes within the city.  Brooks stated the internet provider is important to Economic Development.  Hammann stated that the rezoning fits in that area and is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  Braunschweig stated the business zoning would be preferred due to the speed of the traffic in that area.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to recommend to Common Council rezoning of 565 E Main Street from R-1 Residential District to B-1 Local Business District based on its consistency with the City of Evansville Comprehensive Plan and the finding that the potential public benefits of the zoning change outweigh any and all potential adverse impacts.  Motion approved unanimously.
B. Site Plan Review – City of Evansville Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Stockham presented the material for the proposed additions to the Wastewater Treatment Facility which would include a headworks building, aerobic digesters, vertical loop reactor and final clarifiers and a wind power generation facility.  Braunschweig stated that the facility plan was well thought out and the overall project is important for Evansville.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Hammann to approve the proposed Site Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Facility expansion and Wind Power Generation Facility including the three identified wind tower locations and subject to completing the landscape plan acceptable to the Public Works Committee.  Motion approved unanimously.
C. Consider and report on potential acquisition of land for location of waterway pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 62.23(5).  Wietecha and the Commission discussed in great detail the location of the land and the need for its acquisition for conveyance of storm water.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts to recommend to Common Council the acquisition of approximately 3 acres of land for location of a waterway.  Motion approved unanimously.
7. Report on Other Permitting Activity by City Planner. Stockham reported that there was a floodplain permit issued to the City of Evansville for the Main Street Bridge and a sign permit for 16 W Main Street (sign permit was approved by the Historic Preservation Committee).
He added that upcoming projects will be the Community/Senior Center, the Police Station remodel and projects on Exchange Street.
8. Discussion items
A. Update on code revisions by City Planner.  Stockham referred to his Planning and Zoning Memo to the Unified Land Development Code Committee, which will reconvene April 16th.
B. Update on FEMA Community Rating System Program.  Wietecha stated the application is officially being filed.  He identified a couple items we could easily do to help our rating.
C. Request for committees to review relevant Smart Growth Plan implementation items.  Decker explained that in June, 2009 the City is starting year 5 since the Smart Growth Plan was enacted.  Committees will be asked to review actions taken to ensure they are consistent with the plan. 
D. The Commission applauded Gil Skinner for serving 24 years on Plan Commission.  
9. Report of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission.    Decker stated the Eager Economy Building is receiving an award from the Madison Trust for Historic Preservation.
10. Report of the Evansville-Union Implementation Committee.  None
11. Update on Common Council actions relating to Plan Commission recommendations.  None
12. Update on Board of Appeals actions relating to zoning matters.   None  

13. Update on Rock County Smart Growth Plan: open house April 30.  Decker directed the Commission to a memo from Rock County regarding the open house.
14. Enforcement.  The green space for Romano’s has been approved by the City Administrator.
15. Next regular meeting date.  Monday, May 4, 2009

16. Motion to adjourn.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig to adjourn at 7:05 p.m.  Motion approved unanimously.
Prepared by Judy Walton, City Clerk
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