Evansville Plan Commission
Regular Meeting

Monday, March 31, 2008, 6:00 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chair Sandy Decker.  Present: Sandy Decker, Jeff Vrstal, Diane Roberts, Jim Brooks, Bill Hammann, Mason Braunschweig, and Gil Skinner.  Also present: City Administrator Dan Wietecha and City Planner Tim Schwecke.

II. Declare Quorum.  There being a majority of the commissioners present at call to order, a quorum was declared.

III. Approve Agenda.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.

IV. Approve Minutes of March 3, 2008 Meeting.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to waive the reading and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion passed unanimously.

V. Citizen Appearances.  None.

VI. Action Items: Site plan for Evansville Water & Light building addition (Application #2008-12).
a. Applicant Presentation.  Wietecha indicated that when the building was constructed in 2003, the utility had anticipated a future addition.  The 2003 site plan addressed needs for setbacks, parking, landscaping, and surface water runoff with the addition in mind.  The addition would double the size of the building.

b. Staff Report.  Schwecke presented his written report.  Among his comments were that no bufferyards were required, the new building would require additional landscaping points, and the city engineer should determine the adequacy of stormwater drainage.  He recommended approval of the site plan with several conditions for landscaping and city engineer’s review.
c. Plan Commission Discussion.  In response to a question, Schwecke indicated that additional landscaping points would be required based on the size of the building addition; however, any prior plantings in excess of the prior minimum landscaping score would be credited toward the additional points.  The Commission noted that the area of the addition is currently impervious surface, either paved of gravel.
d. Applicant Comments.  Wietecha said no additional outdoor lighting is planned for the parking lot.
e. Decision.  Hammann made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve the application with conditions as contained in the staff report.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to add “if needed” to the fifth condition regarding review of outdoor lighting.  Amendment passed unanimously.  Original motion passed unanimously.
VII. Discussion Items.  Schwecke said that the new fire hall will require a tower for its communications antenna.  Technology has changed over the last twenty years since the standards for towers were written in the zoning code.  The ULDC will address current technological needs; however, the fire hall will need a solution in the meantime.  An amendment was suggested to the zoning code to allow conditional use permits for communications towers in industrial and agricultural districts.  Braunschweig and Roberts offered to sponsor an ordinance if needed; it was noted that a variance may be another option.
VIII. Preliminary Development Presentations.  None.

IX. Rock County Smart Growth Plan.  Decker said that the next meeting on the County’s Smart Growth Plan would be April 3; she plans to attend.  The County’s advisory committee expects preliminary approval of the utilities and community facilities element and introduction of the housing and economic elements.
X. Site Plan Amendments.  None.

XI. Community Rating Score (CRS).  Schwecke indicated that FEMA has a tentative site visit scheduled for July.

XII. Redevelopment Authority.  None.

XIII. Historic Preservation Commission.  None.

XIV. Evansville-Union Implementation Committee.  Hammann said the last meeting had discussed parks, recreation, and bike trails.  The consensus from the meeting was that the city and town need to coordinate their plans for trails better.
XV. Unified Land Development Code (ULDC) Advisory Committee.  Hammann noted that they had worked through the sections on administrative bodies and parking regulations.  The next meeting will be April 21, following the Plan Commission meeting.
XVI. Common Council Actions.  The Commission noted Schwecke’s written report.
XVII. Board of Appeals.  None.

XVIII. Enforcement.  None.

XIX. Upcoming Meetings.  The Commission noted a special meeting on April 21 and the next regular meeting on May 5.
XX. Adjournment.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Hammann, to adjourn at 6:22 pm.  Motion passed unanimously.
