Evansville Plan Commission

Special Meeting

Thursday, April 14, 2005, 6:00 PM

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ringhand at 6:00 PM.  Present were: Mayor Ringhand, Ald. Aikman, Ald. Hammann, Messrs. Skinner and Vrstal.  Mr. Sauer was absent. Tim Schwecke, City Planner, and Bill Connors, City Administrator, also were present.  Also present in the audience was Ald. Cothard.

Motion by Ringhand, seconded by Hammann, to grant a conditional use permit to Mary Leeder to operate Subway restaurant in the basement of the Grange Building, 33 W. Main St.  Mayor Ringhand opened the public hearing at 6:02 PM.  Tom Cothard, 447 Evans Dr., asked if the Rock County Health Department had approved the operation of the restaurant and whether there was adequate ventilation.  Steve and Mary Leeder said “yes” to both questions.  Mary Leeder said they do not anticipate continuing to operate the restaurant in the Grange Store basement after USH 14 reopens in mid October, because when the highway is open again they will move back to the corner of Union St. and E. Main St.  Mr. Vrstal asked whether there was adequate parking and emergency exits.  Mr. Schwecke said there is adequate parking.  Mary Leeder said the restaurant in the basement of the Grange Building has seating for 16 people, and there is an emergency exit in the rear of the restaurant.  The public hearing was closed a 6:04 PM.  Motion carried.

Mr. Connors reported that he had included item 6 on the Agenda in an abundance of caution in case the developers of the potential new subdivision on Rachel Elmer’s property wanted to negotiate a pre-annexation agreement, but he had learned the developers were not interested in pursuing such an agreement at this time.  Item 6 was removed from the Agenda.

Amy Emery of OMNNI Associates moderated a public listening session on the latest draft of the “Smart Growth” comprehensive plan.  She started the session by giving an overview of the planning process and providing highlights of the draft plan.  Then those in attendance were invited to ask questions or state concerns about the draft plan.  Kim Gruebling from the Town of Union Smart Growth Planning Committee read aloud a letter, dated April 14, 2005, from the Town of Union raising issues and concerns the township has with the city’s draft plan and requesting meetings to discuss some of these issues.  There were a variety of questions and comments from those in attendance.  At the conclusion of the session, Ms. Emery observed that nearly all of the stated concerns had to do with how the draft plan would be implemented rather than with the future land use map or other aspects of the plan itself.  The Plan Commissioners thanked those in attendance for participating in the public listening session, and the session was concluded.

Mr. Connors brought to the Plan Commissioners’ attention certain aspects of the draft plan that he believed needed to be modified or that might be of concern to the commissioners.  Some of these aspects were in response to comments during the public listening session.  The commissioners directed Mr. Connors to communicate to Amy Emery certain revisions to the draft plan.  Motion by Hammann, seconded by Aikman, to designate the draft plan, with the requested revisions, as the Recommended Plan for distribution and consideration by the Common Council.  Motion carried.

Motion by Skinner, seconded by Aikman, to adjourn the meeting at 8:04 PM.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

William E. Connors, City Administrator

The Minutes of the Plan Commission are not official until approved by the Plan Commission.
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