NOTICE

A joint meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission and of the Park & Recreation Board for the City of Evansville was be held on the 10th day of November, 2014 at the conclusion of the Park & Recreation Board meeting at the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 31 South Madison Street, Evansville, Wisconsin.  
Evansville Historic Preservation Commission/Park & Recreation Board
Joint Meeting Minutes
1. Call to Order, Alder/Board Chair Cheryl Fuchs at 6:37 p.m. 
2. Roll Call: PRB: Anderson, Courtier, Fuson, Hamilton, Hels. HPC: Decker, Lewis, Modaff. Mayor Sandy Decker was also in attendance.
3. Discussion of effect of listing of Leonard-Leota Park on the National Register of Historic Places. John Decker gave a background of the review in 2005 which resulted in an inventory of potential properties and places. Both Leonard Leota and Seminary Park were identified. The City and State do not have the ability to force privately held properties into official status but the State has wide latitude to include City properties once listed by the City. 

4. Discussion and explanation of procedures adopted by the Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for consideration of effects on municipal property listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The SHPO must be notified if alterations are to be made to either park. The State may intervene and stop work considered to have an “adverse effect.” Definitions of both “alterations” and “adverse effect” can be found in State Statute 44.31 presented at the meeting. Modaff recounted that the citizens at the previous Joint Meeting had been led to believe that certain aspects didn’t count. However while there are parts of the park that are “contributing factors” and those things that aren’t (i.e. new bathroom by upper baseball diamond) the SHPO has final say in how alterations must be done. It is expected that parks will change over time and things will be added. The disc golf course was reviewed and approved by the SHPO. Moving the lower ball diamond, reconfiguring the outfield fence, and the backstop were also approved. 
5. Discussion and explanation of procedures adopted by the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission to facilitate SHPO reviews. Developed and adopted by the HPC in October 2014. HPC will work with those pursuing the process once the project is approved by the PRB and HPC. 
6. Discussion and explanation of local landmark designation of Leonard-Leota Park. The HPC has the ability to identify locally significant properties and have the City consider them for local listing. Properties such as the Baker Building can be listed locally but are not considered eligible at a State or Federal level due to the fact it was moved from its original location. Local listing requires that certain alterations require a permit. 
7. Discussion of Lowland Conservancy District zoning for Leonard-Leota Park and of Historic Preservation District overlay zoning. The lower diamond sits on a flood plain so improvements and zoning require further approvals and legal hearings. Signing in the park is also subject to regulation. While there is a local sign ordinance, it is thought to be complicated and subject to interpretation. Backlit signs are not allowed in the park.
8. Discussion of signage regulations pertaining to all City parks. No permanent off premise signage of any type is allowed in the City. Sponsorship signage along the outfield fences would need to be reviewed and approved. Questions surrounded if a sign hung on the fence for the summer would be considered permanent or temporary. Could other ideas such as all advertisers on one sign vs. one sign for each advertiser be more palatable? Having a permanent advertiser on the scoreboard would be problematic. HPC voiced concerns with using brick facing on the knee walls of the new backstop due to the fact that stone facing has been used in all of the other park structures.  Also would like to see the manual scoreboard installed even if an electronic scoreboard is added. (Approval status?) 
9. Discussion and explanation of Historic Preservation Commission actions and recommendations pertaining to Lower Baseball Diamond. Both the PRB and HPC will continue to work on a long term master plan for Leonard Leota and West Side Parks. To be included in a policy for naming structures and other aspects in the park. 
10. Adjournment at 8:01, motion by Hamilton, 2nd by Hels. 
