 City of Evansville, Wisconsin

Park & Recreation Board Regular Monthly Meeting

City Hall
Monday, November 10th, 2014  6:00pm
MINUTES 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call: Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson Fuchs. Present: Anderson, Courtier, Fuson, Hamilton, Hels. 
2. Motion to approve Agenda as printed, Motion by Courtier, 2nd by Fuson. Approved.
3. Motion to waive the reading of the October 13th, 2014 minutes & approve them as printed: Motion by Hamilton, 2nd by Hels. Approved.
4. Citizen appearances, relating to Park & Recreation, not listed agenda items: None
5. Discussion for developing a check list for Park projects : Reference to Park Plan. 
Reviewed the budget request for Leonard Leota Park as follows:



$25,000 for resurfacing and reworking the tennis and basketball court


$5,000 for fish stocking in Lake Leota


$75,000 from Parks Budget and $20,000 fro Storm Water Utility (total $95,000) for Allen 
Creek wall restoration. Would complete the first Duck Pond and should complete all 


construction from the dam to the foot bridge.

Brezinski Park:



$2,500 for a replacement swing set.]

The Antes Fund/Community Foundation could be used for:


Solar light tubes in Hannaberry Shelter


Crushed stone for the warning track on the lower baseball diamond

Fuchs asked if a historical sign (Franklin Park) could be funded through Antes.

Mayor Decker discussed that the National Park Service (NPS) and Rock County would be meeting on Wednesday, November 26, 2014 to discuss the Ice Age Trail. NPS wanted to tour the DNR land south of town, currently a wildlife area that contains a section of Allen Creek. Additional would need to look at easements and volunteer support (Lions Club/Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts). Also would like the City to propose a route. 

Extended hours for the Veteran’s Pool were listed as a priority item in the Park Plan. Will Ganji is looking into extended hours but it may depend on the availability of life guards. Also consider more times for adult swims 

Mayor Decker reported that she was working with the developers on the additional 10 acres available for the West Side Park and the Board may need to revisit the Park Plan. Fuchs asked about seeking donations of larger trees since water is now available in the park. This would provide the opportunity to look at landscaping. City has the option of taking all of the land or the developer of the Windmill Ridge development could pay a fee back to the City. The preference is to take the land since this is the most cost-efficient option. Hels asked if Wisconsin had laws that would require developers to help fund the parks. No such statute exists in Wisconsin. 

Should the Board look into developing a small neighborhood park on the far east edge of town (near the Piggly Wiggly)? Would have to look into land availability and the city limit is adjacent to the back of the Brown School Plaza. 

Smaller park improvements include new swing set at Brezinski, establishing handicapped parking at Countryside (finished), and erecting a Gateway to the City sign as well as investigating a shelter (long term project) at Franklin park.  Seminary Park only has the sidewalk but no improvements or signs. 
Other ideas for ongoing park projects include creating a Friends of the Park organization. Fuchs is interested in looking into that. Hels brought up the idea of a dog park. Apparently there had been interest by citizens in the past but interest waned. Cost of fencing would be prohibitive and a location would have to be determined.
6. Discussion for Wind Prairie Restoration. What has been done?
Anderson will meet with the Rock County Conservationist to get the trees marked. Thought it would still be doable during November. 
7. Reports/Updates on projects or Maintenance
Park Bathrooms are closed.  Block work on West Side shelter is about half done.

8. Old Business: No further reports on ice skating at Lake Leota

9. New Business:  None 

10. Motion to adjourn by Cortier, 2nd by Hamilton, adjourned at 6:37 p.m.
Next meeting Monday, December 8th, 2014 - 6:00 pm, City Hall
