Parks Board Regular Monthly Meeting

Regular Meeting

Monday, August 11, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.

Evansville, WI City Hall

1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order by Fuchs at 6:03 p.m.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:   Anderson, Courtier, Fuchs, Fuson, Mani, Merritt.  Also present: Sidney Decker, Gabriel Sunness, Issiah Janisth, Tom Sweeney
3. Approval of Agenda.  Courtier made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Mani  Motion approved.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Merrick moved to waive the reading of the minutes of the July 9, 2014 regular meeting and to approve as presented.  It was seconded by Courtier.  Motion approved.
5. Citizens’ Appearances.  Sidney Decker and Gabriel Sunness presented their Senior Project for hosting a fun run/walk that would start and end in Lake Leota Park. The event will be held on Saturday September 27, 2014 at 10 am. Fuchs relayed that they had presented to the Public Safety Board as well. No action on behalf of the Park Board was required. 
Issiah Janisth presented a plan to assemble a group of volunteers to remove snow from a portion of Lake Leota for a speed skate track. The area would be 187 meters long and 75 meters wide. Also the center could be cleared for ice hockey or other recreational skaters. He presented a map of the lake with a proposed location. Mani and Anderson had concerns that his placement was over some of the better ice fishing found in the lake and suggested he move it to an area less likely to be fished. Janisth requested the ability to post “No Fishing” signs in order to reduce the likelihood of fisherman drilling holes in the ice skating area. That was agreeable to the Board but Anderson mentioned there wouldn’t be any official enforcement.
Tom Sweeney, Rock County Conservationist, reviewed the condition of Wind Prairie Park, noting that several years ago the park had been cleaned of all brush and invasive weed, stone features and the windmill were installed. However, very little has been done since so many invasive species of both plants and trees had regained a foothold. He presented pictures and listed a number of the trees and plants that we undesirable and that needed to be dealt with over the next few years. He suggested four possibilities to take care of the problem: an Eagle Scouts project, hiring the Wisconsin Conservation Corps (WCC) of LaCrosse, holding a community workday, or have city staff deal with it. His suggestion was to cut out the brush and mow off the plants then wait to see what came back and retreat accordingly. He also strongly suggested a spring burn of the area. Anderson volunteered that he would check into have city staff work on it during October and early November while their workload is relatively light. Costs range from $1000 for enough seed mix to restore the prairie and up to $7000 if the WCC was hired to do the project. The Board decided to hold the next regular meeting at Wind Prairie and have Mr. Sweeney conduct a tour. 
6. Discussion of Changes to Little League. Tabled as no one to address the issue was in attendance.

7. Fish Stocking. Still checking into budget for stocking Lake Leota

8. Chair’s Report.  No report this month.
9. Reports/Updates.  Anderson reported that vandalism has seemed to slow down. 
The water and sewer lines for the West Side Park shelter would be finished this week allowing the pouring of the foundation in the next few weeks. This would allow the High School Building Arts class to begin construction in September.
Creek wall repair will resume in October, once completed everything above the bridge will be completed. With the exception of the duck ponds there are only a few small spots between the car bridge and the footbridge left. 
No pool report and the Pool Director was not in attendance.
10. Old Business.  None
11. New Business.  None
12. Adjournment.  Courtier made a motion, seconded by Merrick to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 p.m.  Motion passed.
The minutes are not official until approved by the Parks Board at their next regular meeting.
