Parks Board Regular Monthly Meeting

Regular Meeting

Monday, May 12, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.

Evansville, WI City Hall

1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order by Fuchs at 6:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:   Anderson, Courtier, Fuchs, Fuson (departed at 6:44 p.m.), Hamilton, Mani (arrived 6:03 p.m.) Merritt (arrived 6:05 p.m.) and Withrow.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Noah Brown, Jon Frey, Holly Hammann, John Decker, Will Ganje, Aquatics Director, Megan Stencel, and Mike Maves.
3. Approval of Agenda.  Fuchs made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Courtier.  Motion approved 5-0.

4. Approval of Minutes.  Courtier moved to waive the reading of the minutes of the     April 7, 2014 regular meeting and to approve as presented.  It was seconded by Withrow.  Motion approved 5-0.
5. Citizens’ Appearances.  Jon Frey of the Evansville Jays Home Talent Baseball Team presented information on the status of the Announcer’s booth/Concession Stand.  It was built in the fall of 1991 and the roof is now leaking and the paint is peeling off the building.  He asked if he could move forward with plans to renew the building.  This would include a new roof, factory painted siding, and a concrete approach around the concession stand area.  He also suggested optional stonework around the base of the building to match the Upper Diamond bathrooms.  He stated he would work with the materials provider to get the best price.  A contractor would ultimately provide the labor.
Mike Maves discussed concerns about traffic around Lower Diamond field with the Little League teams.  He reported the distance from the diamond itself and park traffic is minimal.  He was approaching the board about altering the diamond configuration to provide greater buffer space.  He was encouraged to develop a phased plan with additional details, such as time, materials and other resources needed for such a project.  He added that naming rights to the diamond might also be a revenue source.  It was added by Withrow that any changes made would require approval of the various historic boards given the parks historic designation.

At the previous meeting, Wendy Pryce approached the Board concerning the use of the concession stand at the Upper Diamond as possible source for fundraising.  Mayor Decker reported back that there currently was not a policy or ordinance that restricted not-for-profit organizations to fund raise in the parks.  She added that the Common Council would establish a policy/ordinance that would cover future sales.
6. Chair’s Report.  No report this month.
7. Reports/Updates.  Anderson reported that there had been some minor vandalism at West Side Park recently. 
There is interest in a 3-on-3 youth soccer tournament to be held on Lower Diamond on    July 5th.
The grass is growing well after the cold winter.
8. Old Business.  Fuchs reported she is working with local Brownies to assist in planting in Countryside Park.  Anderson reported that there will not be a controlled burn at Wind Prairie Park.  There will be some tilling at Wind Prairie Park, and Hamilton reported he would assist in some planning there as well.  Mani is going to help the Evansville High School students Stencel and Hammann coordinate their plantings and beautification of the parks for their Senior Project.
Will Ganje was introduced as the new Aquatics Director.   He reported that Badger Pool would be at the pool to prepare it for the June 7th opening.
9. New Business.  Mayor Decker reported that the Rock County National Night Out was going to be held at Leonard/Lake Leota Park on Tuesday, August 5th.  There is an expected turnout of 5,000.
It was also reported that Wisconsin DNR would shock Lake Leota to check the health of the fish.
10. Adjournment.  Hamilton made a motion, seconded by Withrow to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 p.m.  Motion passed 6-0.
The minutes are not official until approved by the Parks Board at their next regular meeting.
