Parks Board Regular Monthly Meeting

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 7, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.

Evansville, WI City Hall

1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order by Withrow at 6:02 p.m.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:   Anderson, Fuson, Hamilton, Merritt and Withrow.  Members absent: Fuchs, Courtier, and Mani.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Noah Brown, Miriam Reynaldo, Jon Frey, Butch Beedle, Holly Hammann, Melissa Hammann, John Decker, Dan Lux, Wendy Pryce
3. Approval of Agenda.  Hamilton made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Fuson.  Motion approved 4-0.

4. Approval of Minutes.  Hamilton moved to waive the reading of the minutes of the March 10, 2014 regular meeting and to approve as presented.  It was seconded by Fuson.  Motion approved 4-0.
5. Citizens’ Appearances.  Holly Hammann presented to the Board requesting the opportunity to work on beautification in the parks as a part of her Senior Graduation Project from Evansville High School.  She reported that she would be assisted by Megan Stencel.  She was seeking preliminary approval from the Board so she and Megan could develop their proposal for school.  The Board supported her idea and encouraged her to return once she had a more definitive plan.
John Decker reported the desire to install solar light tubes into Henneberry Shelter at Leonard/Lake Leota Park.  The Board supported the idea.  Decker added he would complete all the needed documentation for the Wisconsin State Historical Society.
Wendy Pryce presented about opening concessions during the Friday Night Co-Ed Softball games.  She reported that the money would be donated to the American Heart Association.  Jon Frey of the Evansville Jays Home Talent Baseball Team reported he would work with her concerning any logistical issues in sharing the concession stand.  There were some additional questions concerning the fund raising aspect of it.  Wendy agreed to investigate more with city officials and report back next month for final approval.
Jon Frey presented the role the Evansville Jays Home Talent Baseball Team plays within the community, and requested that the Parks and Recreation Board waive the reservation fees for the 2014 Home Talent League games to be played at Lake Leota Park.  Merritt moved that the city waive the reservation fees for the 2014 season for the Evansville Jays Home Talent Baseball Team.  The motion passed 4-0.

Butch Beedle and Dan Lux presented to the Board about the establishment of a Community Garden area.  This was identified as “High Interest” in the Parks and Recreation 5-year plan.  A Community Garden would be designed for Evansville citizens who did not have access to land for garden cultivation.  They were requesting land immediately to the west of West Side Park for such a garden.  The land is already owned by the city and is currently being used as farmland.  There was concern that the proposed site would require relocation in three to five years as West Side Park has the potential of expansion or construction of permanent park features.  It was reported by Mayor Decker that any changes to the current state of the property is more likely seven to ten years away.  Beedle and Lux reported that they had been in contact with other community gardens in the area to identify potential issues impeding the implementation of the garden.  The Board raised a question concerning the potential of vandalism, but Beedle reported that other gardens reported that rabbits caused more damage than any vandalism they had experienced.  Anderson reported that the earliest that water would be available for the site would be in the Fall of 2014.  Discussion suggested that the garden would not be available for the current year’s growing season, and that 2015 would be a more likely target date.  Withrow moved to allocate one acre of the western edge of West Side Park to be developed into a Community Garden.  Fuson seconded.  The motion carried 4-0.
6. Chair’s Report.  Due to illness from Chairperson Fuchs, no report was provided.
7. Reports/Updates.  Anderson reported that the gates at Leonard/Lake Leota Park were opened today.  He will be opening the bathrooms in the coming week or so depending on temperatures.
Winter gates seemed to have been successful.  The 4-H and St. John’s Lutheran Church are going to provide volunteer work in the parks this month

Anderson reported that he is having someone come and present on rain barrel construction.
Anderson also provided detailed plans and cost estimates for the West Side Park shelter.

8. Old Business.  Anderson reported that there may be a need for a burn off for Wind Prairie Park this spring.  He will contact the Fire Department and see what is needed.

The new Aquatic Director has been hired and will come to the next meeting.  It was reported that the majority of staff will be returning from last summer.
9. New Business.  None
10. Adjournment.  Merritt made a motion, seconded by Hamilton to adjourn the meeting at 7:01 p.m.  Motion passed 4-0.
The minutes are not official until approved by the Parks Board at their next regular meeting.
