Parks Board Regular Monthly Meeting

Regular Meeting

Monday, October 14, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.

Evansville, WI City Hall

1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Fuchs at 6:03 p.m.
2. Roll Call.  Members present:   Anderson, Fuchs, Courtier, Fuson, Laube (arrived at 6:18 p.m.), Merritt (arrived at 6:05 p.m.), and Withrow.  Members absent: Mani.  Also present:  Mayor Sandy Decker, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Community Development Director Nicole Sidoff, Keith Hartje, and Miriam Reynaldo.  
3. Approval of Agenda.  Courtier made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Withrow.  Motion approved 4-0.
4. Approval of Minutes.  Fuchs moved to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 9, 2013 regular meeting and to approve as presented.  It was seconded by Courtier.  Motion approved 4-0.
5. Citizens’ Appearances.  Keith Hartje presented his proposal for his Eagle Scout Project to build stock and install Little Free Libraries.  He is going to build five Little Free Libraries, two of which will be in city parks.  One would be in Countryside Park and the other would be by the Baker Building in Lake Leota Park.  He will be assisted by other scouts along with the Woodchucks.  He wants to initially install the stakes/posts for the libraries this fall and then complete the libraries next spring.  Motion made by Fuchs to allow Keith Hartje be permitted to install five Little Free Libraries by installing stakes/posts within the next 30 days with completion of the Little Free Libraries by next spring.  The motion was seconded by Laube.  Motion was approved 6-0.    
6. New Aquatic Director Job Description.  Presented by Wietecha.  Introduced the rough draft for the job description.  Discussed benefits and possible drawbacks of having the position be Wisconsin Water Safety Instructor (WSI) certification and WSI trainer.  
7. Five-Year Park Plan Discussion.  Presented by Sidoff.  Reported on the survey of Parks Board members covering the citizen generated list of parks 5-year plan.  Provided items for each park that rated Very High, High and Medium.  Also outlined Improvement Schedule with Very High, High and Medium.  Schedule also included rough estimates of costs.  She will have a public information meeting with a final copy before to the November Parks Board meeting.
8. Chair’s Report.
a. Discussed continued muskrat trapping at Lake Leota.  Trapping helps keep the number of muskrats in check which in turn helps maintain shoreline quality.  Fuson made a motion to allow the continued trapping muskrats.  Seconded by Courtier.  Motion passed 5-0.
b. Update on the Peace Park was presented by Mayor Decker.  Concrete for the pathway has started being laid.  The committee reported that they are looking for donations of 40 yards of soil that is of good enough quality which could be seeded.
c. Mayor Decker reported on the status of Cadman property.  She reported this is a high priority for the Common Council.  Also reported about land to the west of West Side Park.  Looking into the possibility of land trade so money would not have to be laid out.
9. Reports/Updates.  Anderson presented several issues:

a. Introduced discussion of closing the road in Leonard/Lake Leota Park during the winter.  This would be done in an attempt to control overfishing.  Will explore any formal issues before next meeting and presentation of a motion.

b. Question about replacing one of the bridges at Lake Leota.  It was suggested that we wait and see if its presence is missed.

c. If weather holds, the bathrooms at the parks will stay open until the first weekend of November.  Bathrooms will be locked during the week of Halloween.

d. Reported vandalism at West Side Park where a smiley face was painted on the bathroom.
10. Adjournment.  Courtier made a motion, seconded by Laube to adjourn the meeting at 7:21 p.m.  Motion passed 5-0.
The minutes are not official until approved by the Parks Board at their next regular meeting.
