PARK & RECREATION BOARD REGULAR MEETING MINUTES


Monday, July 14, 2008, 6:00 p.m.

Evansville City Hall Council Chambers

Amended 8-13-08
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Ringhand.  Present:  Jeff Farnsworth, Fred Juergens, Jerry Krueger, Ron Carlsen, Janis Ringhand, Ray Anderson.  Absent:  Rick Modaff, Sue Merritt, Rick Hamacher.

Approved the minutes of the June 16 & June 27, 2008 meetings on a Juergens/Farnsworth motion, unanimous.

Approved the Agenda as printed on a Juergens/Carlsen motion, unanimous.

No citizen appearances.

SOLE Committee  report - Tom O’Brien, Jim Turner, Gib Wiedenhoeft, Milt Fromme, Rod Courtier were all present for SOLE.  SOLE requested we make a recommendation to the Council to move forward with dredging of Lake Leota since all the tests are complete and we know what the estimated cost will be.  The Park Board had determined in April that they would make a recommendation when all the results were known.

On a Juergens/Farnsworth motion it was recommended that the city seek a binding referendum (if it is possible) to move forward with dredging of Lake Leota, at the cost of $1.7 million that was estimated by Vierbicher, for the November 2008 election.  If it is not possible to get a binding referendum, the board recommended moving forward  with dredging Lake Leota without a referendum at a cost of $1.4 million, dependent upon the City Administrators success with getting the neighboring property owners to allow dumping of dirt on their properties.  Motion passed 4-1.  It was further suggested that we show the cost of letting the lake go back to a stream, cost estimate in the past was over $400,000.00, we need that figure updated and made public.
Ellyn Paul was present to request the planting of a tree in Franklin Park in Memory of Dale Bryant, by the Girl Scouts.  Ellyn has discussed the planting with Dave Wartenwiler, Public Works Director and he has agreed to dig the hole in September, when planting weather is better.  Ellyn has consulted with Kendall Wethal, City Forrester, about the type of tree to plant that will be compatible with City planting plans.  On a Farnsworth/Juergens motion the Park Board approved allowing the Girl Scouts to plant a tree in Franklin Park with the input of Park Maintenance, Ray  Anderson,  after checking all utility right of ways and easements, unanimous.  On a Krueger/Carlsen motion the Park Board approved a plaque to be placed on the sight recognizing the donation in honor of Dale Bryant, with the input of Park Maintenance, who may bear part of the cost of the plaque, as has been past practice, unanimous.

ECP – Dream Park – Rebecca DeMarb could not attend and asked to be placed on the August agenda.

No report from the Chair regarding City actions as applies to Park & Recreation.

Park Maintenance report by Ray Anderson.  Ray reported that the weather has delayed the construction of the parking lot and play ground equipment at the West Side Park.  Crull is currently working on the parking lot and play ground equipment will be installed August 11-15.  

Ray raised the issue of safety at the lower ball diamond, he feels it is too close to the road and would like to move the backstop and fencing back about 10’-15’ from the road.  The affect of changing the playing field was questioned.  Would it be better or more practical to move the road closer to the sheds on the other side of the road.  Ray will seek input from Public Works Director Dave Wartenwiler and City Engineeer Dave Sauer and report back next month. 
Board member Fred Juergens questioned the safety of the hedges at the 2nd & Grove St. entrance/exit to the park.  Ray will trim the hedges lower for greater visibility for drivers.

Aquatic report – Rich Hamacher was absent, no report.

Old Business – Chair Ringhand heard from Helen Busse, coach for A League of Their Own (ALOTA) regarding umpires at games and establishing a budget for the league.  This had come up in the past with no action.  Helen was unable to attend this meeting, but will come to the next meeting in August.  Fred Juergens suggested we establish a budget for the league of less than $1,000.00, no action taken at this time.

Jerry Krueger asked if there was any feedback from the letter sent out 6-27, he felt it was a very good letter.  Chair Ringhand informed the Board that City Administrator Dan Wietecha had stated that only positive feedback had come back from the letter.

No new business.

Motion to adjourn at 6:55 p.m. on a Krueger/Juergens motion, unanimous.

