PARK & RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Evansville City Hall Council Chamber

Monday, September 15, 2008, 6:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Ringhand.  Present were Jerry Krueger, Jeff Farnsworth, Sue Merritt, Fred Juergens, Rich Modaff, Janis Ringhand, Ray Anderson, Rick Hamacher.  Ron Carlsen absent.

Motion by Farnsworth/Juergens to waive the reading of the August 18, 2008 minutes and approve as printed, unanimous.

Motion by Krueger/Farnsworth to approve the agenda as printed, unanimous.

No citizen appearances.

SOLE Committee report – Gib Wiedenhoeft reported that Tom O’Brien is working on upstream mitigation with the DNR.  Ringhand contacted Tammy Baldwin’s office regarding appropriations for the box culvert; no action taken this year, new applications will be accepted in mid January 2009.  We need to check into the State Stewardship fund for possible grants for the lake.
No action on advertising in the park or concession stand by American Legion.

Discussed budget items and possible cuts to requests.

Discussed reservation policy; we will invite the coaches for their input into the policy.  No action at this time.

Ribbon cutting and grand opening ceremony will be held at the “West Side Park” on Saturday, September 27, at 2:45 p.m.  Ringhand will put a press release in the Review and invite the developers and designer of the park.  Mayor Decker will be a speaker and Ringhand will MC.

Discussion on park & rec fees.  Hamacher will do research on area pools and submit for updates on resident and non-resident fees.  This needs to be determined before the 1st of the year.
Mayor Decker joined us and gave information on the possible future Historic Designation of the Park and Lake Leota.  Historic Preservation did an extensive survey a couple years ago, as a result of that, the Park will be considered for the National Register of Historic Properties because of its Landscape design.  This would be a Federal ruling thru the National Park Service and we can not change the designation if they decide to include the property.  Any future changes or additions to the park would have to be approved thru the National Park Services.  More information will be available on Saturday, September 27, at 10:00 a.m. at the Library; Joe DeRose will be present from the Nation Registry.

Discussed resident vs non-resident fees for park programs.  We will do comparisons with other communities to determine what additional amount to charge non-residents.  Fees are climbing and the city is currently subsidizing 50% of park programs, the townships do not subsidize any programs or activities.
No report from the Chair regarding city activities.

Park Maintenance Supervisor Ray Anderson reported that routine maintenance is taking place.

Aquatics Director Rick Hamacher reported that routine maintenance is taking place at the pool as well.  The season ended very well after a slow start in June.

No old or new business to discuss.

Motion to adjourn by Farnsworth/Modaff, unanimous.
Next meeting October 20, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.

