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DRAFT Park & Recreation Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 19 at 6:00 p.m.

Council Chambers, City Hall
1.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm.   Present:   Chair Alderperson Fred Juergens, Members: Ron Carlsen, Barbara Jacobson, Jerry Krueger, Sue Merritt, Karla Sendelbach.  Staff: Rick Hamacher, Ray Anderson.   Absent:  Member Lauren Scott.    Quorum present.

3. Minutes of the November 14, 2006 Meeting were not approved, since none of the members had received them.  Approval was postponed until the January meeting of the Park and Recreation Board (PRB).

3.  Citizen appearances (other than agenda items)

a. Ms. Sandy Decker presented a letter from Evansville 3rd grade teacher Nancy Lee Greve-Shannon regarding a recycling project her class is working on; as part of it, the class wants to write a grant to purchase a recycling container for Lake Leota Park.   Ms. Decker requested that Mr. Anderson make a very brief presentation to Ms. Greve-Shannon’s class about types of acceptable containers, with pictures and cost information. Mr. Anderson agreed to do so in the near future.  He will work out the details with the teacher.  He also reported that Onyx does a regular pick-up in Lake Leota Park for trash and recyclables.


b. Mr. Jon Frey and Mr. Ben Kraus, representing the Evansville Home Talent Baseball Team, presented a request that the PRB take the necessary steps to allow their baseball team to play some of their 2006 home games on the upper baseball diamond of Lake Leota Park.  Specifically, they want to play there on as many as eight Thursday nights and use the lights.  It is possible they may want to play some of their Sunday day games there as well, no lights needed.  

They presented detailed handouts about the team and the Home Talent League, the necessary diamond layout (a pitcher’s mound will need to be re-constructed), and a set of questions that will need to be answered in order to complete an agreement between the team and the city to use the diamond.  In the discussion that followed, it was clear that the PRB is enthusiastically behind this request.  Many of the questions presented were answered at the meeting.  Scheduling the field will have to take place in consultation with the children’s and youth leagues that currently use the diamond area.  Mr. Anderson will drag and line the field before games and place the bases.  The mound could be constructed with help from EHTL team members.  Restrooms will be open.  Mr. Rick Hamacher does not object to the team operating a concession stand during games and having an announcer present with a PA to play music between innings and make various announcements as appropriate.  It is very unlikely that an outfield fence could be installed, but that is not a major issue for the team.  Discussion followed about the cost of lighting the field and whether this could be shared with the team; no conclusion drawn.  This needs to be pursued further, so the PRB knows what the actual electricity costs are per hour to light the field.

4. Discussion on renovation of Franklin Park in Spring 2006. 

a.  BUDGET IS $15,000, according to the 2006 Capital Budget; 

b. The primary concern at this point is a Security Barrier to prevent kids from running out onto Main St: Highway 14.    The length of such a barrier will be on the order of 100 feet, including a 90 degree turn at the west end to fence part of the north end of Exchange St inside the existing sidewalk.  Public Works Director Dave Wartenweiler had earlier informed the Chair that  $20/ft. is a reasonable estimate for chain-link fence.  Both he and the Board feel that such a fence would not be aesthetically pleasing.   The Chair presented rough estimates for several other types of fence: -- from Post and Rail at about $10/foot to Aluminum fence similar to that near the Real Coffee shop at about $50/fooot.  It was also mentioned that if/when Exchange Street becomes a truck route, that further fencing may be necessary along that street as well.  Landscaping may be added to any fencing to improve the aesthetics.

c. Another safety concern is the cable/phone terminal boxes in the northeast corner of the park.  They probably will need to be fenced off with chain-link, and include a lockable gate.

d.  A crude layout of the current park was presented to the members by the Chair, along with some pictures of the park and current equipment.  It was pointed out that there are two light poles that may have to be moved during the park’s renovation.

e.  Other safety issues include relocating existing playground equipment so that it is farther away from the fence on the park’s east side.  It’s too close now to meet current standards for the dimensions of resilient surfaces around equipment.  Newly purchased equipment will have to be sited according to current standards as well.  Several noted that sand will be a better resilient surface than wood chips.

f.  The Chair requested that members Mr. Carlsen and Mr. Krueger present, at the January PRB meeting, a list of possible equipment that could be installed in the park on a budget of about $7,500.    A proposed layout of the park should also be provided, showing where equipment would be installed.   The remaining $7, 500 will be held in reserve for fencing, installing resilient surfaces and other possible costs.  Consideration should be given to refurbishing present equipment as appropriate to hold costs down.

g. Since no citizens from the area around the park were present at the meeting, and the PRB feels strongly that it wants community input before finalizing plans for the park, it was suggested that a leaflet might be dropped at each house near the park, inviting citizens to the January 16, 2006 PRB meeting.  The Chair will investigate whether Boy Scouts or another service organization might be willing to do this.  A notice will be placed in the Review and the Observer announcing the meeting, as was done for this meeting.

h. A discussion ensued about the possibility of some type of “museum” at the north end of the park, possibly featuring a restored windmill.   It was felt that this project would be a long-term one, and not appropriate for action during 2006.  It was suggested that the Evansville Energy Initiative might be contacted to see if that group might be interested in participating in planning for such a project. The Chair will do so.

5.  Discussion on plans for Skate Board Park in 2006 at Tennis Court #3 in Lake Leota Park.

a.  BUDGET is $15, 000, including $5, 000 from the Skate Board Club.

b.  Mr. Anderson presented several estimates of the cost to renovate or replace the Tennis Court surface to make it smooth and safe for skateboarding.


1.  lay 2-3 inches of asphalt over current surface:  $3500


2.  tear out current surface, putting down a good base and surface of asphalt: $4800


3.  lay “enough” concrete over the current surface:  $7800


4. tear out current surface, putting down a good base and surface of concrete: $11,000

Mr. Anderson suggested that trying to “smooth” the current surface is not a good idea for the long-term and recommended options #2 or #4.  Opinions from skateboarders will be sought on the merits of asphalt vs. concrete.

c.  Communication from Skate Board Club:  Their current proposed equipment design is $ $17,500 for apparatus alone.  The Skate Board Club has raised about $4,000 so far.  Ms. Mary Anne Alt urged the city to make a long-term commitment to this project, and make it more than a “beginners” facility.   Skate-boarding is a growing sport, not a declining one; kids are taking it up an earlier age.   Currently, our youth are boarding in places where it is judged inappropriate, because they do not have a dedicated facility.  Some of these sites are in front of McKinley school, around the Baker and Varco-Pruden facilities, in alleys behind the Ace Hardware store and near Pete’s Inn.  Police have “rousted” some kids. 

d.  It was noted that the 2006 Parks and Pool Capital Budget contains “unallocated” funds of $14,000 and Playground Improvements fund of about $10,500.   The Chair will investigate whether some of these funds might be allocated to the Skate Board Park.    It was also noted that Budget projections for 2007 and following years do not currently indicate any future allocations for facilities other than the new West Side Park, replacing a mower, and dredging Lake Leota.  There is some possibility that a grant proposal could be written by the City to procure further funds for the Skate Board Park.    

6.  Lake Leota Draw-down Update.

a.  Mr. Gib Wiedenhoeft reported that the draw-down has gone smoothly and that minor cracks in the dam have been discovered. These cracks are easily repairable.  He also reports that the Public Works Committee and SOLE are working on getting permits for an initial test “dig” to learn more about the feasibility of large-scale dredging of the lake bottom.


b. Mr. Wiedenhoeft gave PRB copies of recent SOLE minutes and a schedule of its 2006 meetings.  Barb Jacobson requested that copies of these documents be distributed to each PRB member.  It will be done.

7.  Aquatic Report:  Mr. Rick Hamacher had nothing to report.

8.  Improvements and Maintenance Report: Mr. Ray Anderson


a.  Estimates for new bleachers ($7200 for 18 feet bleachers, $7900 for 21 feet) are below budget.


b.  Estimates for roofing ($12,000) are also below budget.

9.  New Business
a. The Chair requested email addresses of all board members and staff; he feels this will facilitate communication among the parties.  All have email, but some are not active users.  

b. The Chair requested that board members consider who might take on the job of “shepherding “ the various active park projects: West-side, Franklin, Dog Park, Skate Board, etc.   No immediate response from the members.


c. A brief discussion of a possible Dog Park ensued.  Apparently the City has no reasonable claim on the land off Green Bay Rd in the town of Union, according to an opinion from the City Attorney dated August 15, 2005.  The Chair had previously discussed this with Mr. Kendall Schneider, Union Town Chairman.  Mr. Schneider suggested considering some land on the west side of South Second St, across from Wind Prairie Park, behind a Trucking Company garage and parking lot.  There were few positive thoughts about this location from members of the PRB; it had been a dump site.  However, the land is for sale.  The Chair will investigate with the listing broker, Allen Realty, and mention this discussion to Ald. Dennis Wessels, a proponent of the Dog Park, to see if there is any active interest at this time. 

d. The next regularly scheduled meeting of PRB will be at 6 pm on January 16, 2006, even though it’s a legal holiday, Martin Luther King Day.   

10.  Adjourn Motion made at 8:10 pm and approved.

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY THE BOARD.

Minutes drafted by PRB Chair Fred Juergens 12/23/2005

Memo to PRB members and Staff:

From PRB Chair Fred Juergens

Date: Jan 2, 2006

Please read these minutes promptly and note any action items for which you are responsible.  Also, please be prepared to report on these action items at the next regularly scheduled meeting on January 16, 2006.

Please also read over the Smart Growth document.  I would like to use part of the January meeting to review what has been accomplished for SG during 2005, and anything you may know about  SG items that need to be addressed in 2006, of which I may not yet be aware.

Please look at your February plans.  I will be out of town the first three weeks of February, which includes the normal  PRB  meeting date of Feb 20th.  I would like to re-schedule the meeting for February 28th.  Please be prepared to tell me at the Jan 16th meeting if you can make it on Feb 28th. 

Thanks for everything.
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