Evansville Historic Preservation Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, August 20, 2014, 6:30 P.M.

Evansville City Hall

Present: Steve Culbertson, Rich Modaff, Matt Koser, John Decker, Ald. Gene Lewis, Betsy Ahner.
Absent: Steve Christens
Also Present: Enrique Lema, Julio Lema, Mike Maves, Jon Frey, Mayor Sandy Decker
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Chair Rich Modaff.  

Koser moved to waive the reading of the April 16, June 4, and July 16, 2014 meeting minutes and to approve them as presented.  Culbertson seconded.  Motion carried.
Applications
234 W. Liberty Street – Messrs. Enrique and Julio Lema appeared in support of the application. Following presentation by Lemas, Koser moved to approve as submitted the application for restoration of front porch, using wood materials.  Decker seconded. Motion carried.
41 Antes Drive – Mr. Mike Maves appeared in support of a proposal for construction of an electronic scoreboard.  Following presentation by Maves, Decker noted that further project proposal information is required in order to make the necessary submission to the State Historic Preservation Officer, as was done this May with respect to the safety and related improvements at the same site.  Items needed include those under HPC Procedures paragraph #8, namely “[a] project narrative description including an activity summary, construction drawings and specifications, current photographs (and historic photographs, as available) of the affected property in general and of the specific project location in particular, a statement of the problem or needs that are addressed by the project, the options the proponent has considered, and the option the proponent has chosen to pursue, together with a cost assessment and comparison of costs of the options considered.”  Mayor Decker also observed that the Evansville sign ordinance generally prohibits permanent off-premises advertising signs.  Commissioners offered some thoughts as to how the sign ordinance compliance issues might be met.  Maves agreed to furnish additional information and to return at the Commission’s September meeting.
143W. Liberty Street – Mr. John Decker appeared in support of the application.  Decker withdrew from participation on the Commission.  Following presentation by Decker, Culbertson moved to approve as submitted the application to install a rear-yard fence and to restore an extrerior kitchen door that had been replaced by a casement window by a prior owner. Lewis seconded.  Motion carried with Decker abstaining.

365 Burr W. Jones Circle – Mr. John Frey appeared in support of the application.  Following presentation by Frey, Koser moved to approve as submitted the application to restore the North Baseball Diamond Announcer’s Booth, including roof and door repairs and replacement of the existing metal siding with new, factory-finished metal siding from the same manufacturer as the original siding (BlueScope  f/k/a Varco-Pruden of Evansville), with an option to install concrete block wainscoting to resemble that on the adjacent North Baseball Diamond Bathroom Building, and to restore and complete paving adjacent to the building.  Culbertson seconded.  The Commission noted that the Announcer’s Booth and adjacent Bathroom Building are both categorized as non-contributing structures in the park; that the proposed restoration work will not have an adverse effect on the historical significance of the property; and will not introduce a visual, audible, or atmospheric element that is out of character with the property or alter its setting. Motion carried.
 New Business
None.
Old Business

Grove Society.  Conservation of the Ethel Gibbs 1939 Settlement Centennial Pageant theatrical backdrop is now complete.
Other Business

None.
Adjournment
No other business came before the Commission.  Koser moved to adjourn. Culbertson seconded. seconded.  Motion carried at 7:27 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

John Decker,

Acting Secretary
The minutes of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission are not official until approved by the Commission.
