Evansville Historic Preservation Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, February 20, 2013 6:30 P.M.

Evansville City Hall

Present: John Decker, Steve Christens, Rich Modaff, Betsy Ahner, Ald. Ben Ladick, Steve Culbertson
Absent: Rick Schuch
Also Present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Laura Siclovan, Robert Buri, Todd Campbell
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by Chair Richard Modaff.  Motion by Christens to waive the reading of the minutes of the November 21, 2012 meeting and approve them as read. Second by Decker. Motion carried.
Applications – Appearances

a. 11 N. Second Street – Motion by Culbertson to accept the application.  Second by Decker. Homeowner Laura Siclovan explained that she wanted to install a black chain link fence around her back yard.  An invisible fence will not work for her dog because she has already had two dogs coming onto her property and fighting with her dog. She has checked with her neighbors and they do not have a problem with the fence.    Motion carried unanimously. 
b. 209 South First Street – Alderman Ladick explained that the Evansville Youth Center has not yet decided exactly what they want in a sign.  He asked that the item be tabled until the Center makes a decision. Motion was withdrawn.
c. Leonard Leota Park – Motion by Decker to accept the application.  Second by Culbertson.
Todd Campbell and Robert Buri described the proposed 9 hole disc golf course they would like to install in the grassy areas of the park away from the high traffic areas. Wisconsin has over 200 courses and it has become a fairly popular sport. The structures will be the baskets, tee areas and signs measuring about 1 ft. x 1 ft.   Tee areas installed in 2013 will be crushed limestone, that way they can be moved if course designers determine the placement needs adjusting.  Permanent concrete pads will be installed later.  Five other historic parks in WI have similar courses.  Ladick asked if geese could nest in the baskets.  Janesville is near the water and they have not found that to be a problem. Modaff asked who would do the upkeep on the course.  Once the money is raised the Parks Dept. will be purchasing the baskets and they will do maintenance with the club assisting as needed.   Decker explained the city will complete an application to the Wisconsin Historical Society for their approval.  Once submitted they are required to act on the application within thirty days.  When they give their approval the course installation can go forward.    
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
Administrative – 

Baker Museum - Decker noted that the Grove Society met the previous evening.  John Gishnock has developed a landscape plan for the museum grounds and the Society will begin to implement it this spring.  Plans also call for working on the interior of the Antes Cabin.
Canon Restoration – The canon has been trucked to Monarch in Milwaukee for machining to prepare it for the repair of the barrel.  The new barrel section will be made out of steel and is being cast by a company in Chicago.  The two sections will be held together by a closely fitted pin machined to a tolerance of two one thousands of an inch.  A plug will be inserted in the barrel to keep animals and debris out.   It will then be shipped to Oregon, WI for painting.  He anticipates it will be completed in April.  The area in front of city hall is being readied for the installation of the canon. 
Management of HPC Documents – Mayor Decker said the city has been working on other projects and there is nothing new to report. 
Landmark & Historic Districts – the State Historical Society has asked that we promote the Preservation Tax Credit program.   Decker suggested holding a program before May when people would begin doing more work on their homes. 

The Main Street Bridge dedication is scheduled for May 30, 2013.   That is the original date of Memorial Day. 

There was no other business. 

Motion by Culbertson to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Ladick.  Motion carried. 

The minutes of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission are not official until approved by the Commission.
