Evansville Historic Preservation Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, November 19, 2008    7:00 P.M.

3rd Floor, City Hall

Present: Rich Modaff, Dennis Wessels, Betsy Ahner, John Decker, Rick Schuch 

Absent: Steve Christens, Steve Culbertson
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by chair Rich Modaff. Motion by Dennis Wessels, second by Betsy Ahner to waive the reading of October 15, 2008 minutes and approve them as read.  Motion carried.  

Applications – Appearances: There were no applications or appearances.

Old Business: There was no old business.

Administrative:

a. HPC Budget – Rich will be meeting next week with Dan to discuss a bill paying process for HPC.  In preparation Betsy will send him information on motions that have been made regarding financial decisions made by the Commission. 

The videotapes on window repair for older homes have been ordered.

b. Grove Society – the HVAC is complete and 100% of the interior framing and insulation is complete. The next step is the drywall.  John has a call in to the building and trades instructor at the high school to discuss the ramp.  He also met with the Park Board to finalize the lease for the ground that the building sits on.   It was approved with one change, to allow the Grove Society to sublease or assign the lease with the Park Boards approval.  This will allow the Grove Society to work out a cooperative effort with another organization like ECP or the Chamber of Commerce, where they would pay the utilities and provide some staff time to the museum in return for office space.  The Park Board’s action will go to the City Council and he hopes to have it pass by the end of the year. 

c. Redevelopment Authority – nothing new to report. 

d. Plaque Program – John has received an inquiry from a homeowner on West Church.

e. Management of HPC Documents –nothing new to report.

f. Additional Historic Districts- John distributed a copy of the grant application that was submitted on Friday. It is for funding to hire a consultant to prepare the applications for two new historic districts and three individual properties, including: 

a. Grove Street Historic District – includes nine homes, six of the nine homeowners approved the application. 

b. South First Street District – eleven properties and six consented. This area includes mainly Queen Ann style homes some of which are believed to have been built by Benjamin Hoxie. 

c. St. John’s Church – the application was approved unanimously by the church board.

d. Almeron Eager cemetery plot

e. Leonard and Lake Leota Park

Not included are three residences whose owners declined at this time and the Baker Manufacturing campus.  John expects to hear from the State in mid February.  The grant application is for $13,400 and John has been told that the State gives high priority to finding these requests after an intensive resurvey has been done.  We will have to seek bids on the application preparation, so an RFP will have to be prepared. 

There being no other business or correspondence a motion to adjourn was made by Dennis Wessels and seconded by John Decker.  Motion carried.  The next meeting will be December 17, 2008. 

The minutes of the Evansville Historic Preservation Commission are not official until approved by the Commission.
