Evansville Historic Preservation Commission

Minutes

Wednesday, May 21, 2008    7:00 P.M.

3rd Floor, City Hall

Present: Dennis Wessels, Rich Modaff, John Decker, Steve Christens, Steve Culbertson, Rick Schuch, 

Betsy Ahner  

Also Present: Randall Gruber, Lauren Gruber

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Rich Modaff.  Motion by John Decker, second by Steve Christians to waive the reading of April 16, 2008 minutes and approve them as read.  Motion carried.  

Applications – Appearances

11 West Main Street - Randall and Lauren Gruber explained they were owners of a new downtown business selling office and computer supplies. They are going to use the same sign that the former State Farm Office used at that location, and have it re-painted with their name and logo.  They showed drawings of the color and design of the proposed sign and Commission members asked several questions. Motion by Steve Culbertson to accept the application. Second by Dennis Wessels. Motion carried and application approved.

29 N. First Street – Motion by John Decker to accept the application.  Second by Dennis Wessels.  Motion carried and application approved.  The homeowners were complimented on the completeness of their application. 

33 S. Fourth Street – Motion to accept the application by Steve Christens.  Second by Steve Culbertson. Discussion on application and the appearance of the proposed fence.  Commission members had questions and the homeowners were not available to answer them.  Motion to table the application by Steve Christens. Second by Dennis Wessels.  Motion carried. 

128 E. Main Street – Motion by Steve Culbertson to accept the application.  Second by Steve Christens.  Motion carried and application approved with 5 yes, 2 no.

1 W. Main Street – Motion by Dennis Wessels to table until next month and until more information is available. Second by Steve Christens.  Motion carried.  
Old Business


129 W. Church Street – Chair Rich Modaff reported the work was done a week after the meeting when he went to the home.  He was not able to visit with the homeowner but would still like to do so because this is the second time he has done this.   There was a question on whether this project fell under the $1,000 limit and if that applied in the Historic District.   There is also the question of what can be done when someone ignores the process. 

Adminstrative

a. Grove Society – John Decker reported the Old Home Group will meet on May 29 at the home of Jean and Tony Wyse. There will be an open house at the historic Baker Office Building on July 6. They are trying to get someone to look at the roof, which has a leak. The Grove Board has come to an agreement with ECP on moving an interior wall to create better office space. Arrangements are being made to have fill brought in around the building this summer and the Park Board’s has given permission to do this as long as there is no impact on their budget. 

b. Redevelopment – Betsy reported that they have met with the owners of the former Eager Law building and discussed their plans for the building. They are not going to be able to add onto the rear of the building because doing so would require a firewall to be built on both sides of the building. They do not wish to build block walls on the sides of the building for both financial and esthetic reasons. The RDA is also planning on hosting a luncheon of property owners in the area to provide them information on working with the RDA.

c. Plaque – nothing new to report

d. Management of HPC Documents – nothing new to report

e. Second Historic District –Tim Heggland would not charge to come down to do an informational meeting.  His fee to prepare the application for a second historic district would be $2,500 to $3,000 per district.  John Decker reported that if we are going to nominate Lake Leota Park for the Historic Register we should be aware that the Park Board is considering a Dream Park for the upper park.  There is currently one at Palmer Park in Janesville.  It was suggested the theme for this playground be based on historic Evansville.  There is a question on how the neighbors would like it.   Our concern is how the construction of this type of playground would affect the ability to list the park.

f. Historic Landmarks – nothing new to report

Other Business


There has been significant vandalism to the stone walls that were reconstructed last fall during the training by the Dry Stone Conservancy. 


Members discussed starting the June meeting at 6:30.  The next meeting is June 18.

There being no other business a motion to adjourn by Steve Culbertson.  Second by Dennis Wessels.  Motion carried. 

The minutes of the Evansville HPC are not official until approved by the Commission. 

