Finance and Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Monday, February 7, 2005, 5:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by acting Chairman Cothard at 5:30 p.m.  Present were Ald. Cothard and Ald. Roberts.  Staff present were: Bill Connors, City Administrator; Deb Gilbert, Finance Director; Dave Wartenweiler, Director of Public Works; and Sandra Hart, City Clerk.  Also present was Ald. Sornson.

The Agenda was approved as submitted.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to waive the reading of the January 10, 2005 Minutes and approve them as printed.  Motion carried.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve the W&L bills in the amount of $497,748.76 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve the City bills in the amount of $1,603,290.50 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried.

Unfinished Business.  None.

New Business.
Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-3, Making a Preliminary Declaration of the Common Council’s Intent to Levy Special Assessments under Municipal Police Power under Sec. 66.0703, Wis. Stats.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-4, Amending the Adopted 2004 City Budget to Transfer Appropriations for Various Departmental Budgets Between Line Items and to Increase Appropriations for use of Excess Revenues.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-5, Amending the Adopted 2005 City Budget to Include Appropriations for Capital Project as Carryforwards from 2004.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-6, Amending the City of Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  Motion carried.
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Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council approval of an Agreement for Coordination of Senior Services.  Motion carried.

The Committee discussed the level of detail the Finance Committee would prefer to have in the annual budget.  The Committee agreed they would like to see a modified budget with less detail.  There would still be the same amount of entries but the reports would be summarized.  Detailed reports could be produced upon request.  Mr. Connors said that the operating budget will be prepared and a draft revision distributed before the next meeting.  The capital budget will remain at the same level of reporting.  

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve refunding a 2004 personal property tax for Allen Custom Flatwork, Inc. in the amount of $405.74 under Wis. Stats. 74.33, Recovery of Unlawful Tax.  Allen Custom Flatwork had moved its business location to the Town of Union in 2003, but its accountant prepared a 2004 Personal Property Statement for both the Town of Union and the City of Evansville.  Because of this, they were taxed in both municipalities.  As their place of business is located in the township, the Committee agreed to refund the City’s personal property tax amount.  The Assessor is aware of the error.  Motion carried.

The Committee discussed the possible merger of the City Clerk/Treasurer’s office and the Water & Light business office.  Mr. Connors said he does not see a need to keep the departments separate.  The accounting will have to remain separate but the duties can be mixed.  He has put together a tentative schedule of duties for the staff combining the two departments.  The Committee questioned the amount of cross-training and cost for doing such.  An estimate will be obtained and given to Finance prior to signing any contract for training by CIVIC.  The Committee also questioned who will supervise which employees.  Mr. Connors said this will be reviewed and a recommendation made to Finance.  

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to convene into closed session pursuant to the following statutory exemption and will not reconvene into open session pursuant to Sec. 19.85 (1)(c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adjourn at 6:30 p.m.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, City Clerk

The Minutes are not official until approved by the Finance and Labor Relations Committee.

