Finance and Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Monday, November 8, 2004, 5:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Aikman.  Present were Chairman Aikman, Ald. Cothard, Ald. Roberts, Bill Connors, City Administrator, Deb Gilbert, Finance Director, and Sandra Hart, City Clerk.  Also present in the audience was Ald. Sornson.

The Agenda was approved as presented.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to waive the reading of the October 11, 2004 Minutes and approve them as printed.  Motion carried.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed.  None.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to approve the W&L bills in the amount of $341,336.92 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to approve the City bills in the amount of $265,820.32 and authorize their payment.  Motion carried.

Unfinished Business.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to amend the Proposed 2005 City Operating and Capital Improvement Budgets as requested in the City Administrator’s memorandum dated November 5, 2004.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to amend the motion to increase TID #4 by  $3,500 for audit expenses.  Motion carried.  Original motion, as amended, passed.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to adopt Amendment 1-1 to Ordinance #2004-25, Adopting 2005 City Operating and Capital Budgets and Tax Levies.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to recommend to Council adoption of Ordinance #2004-25, Adopting 2005 City Operating and Capital Budgets and Tax Levies, as amended.  Motion carried.

New Business.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council to declare that properties on Main Street from Union Street to First Street will not be subject to special assessments for reconstructing Main Street in 2005 and 2007.

Ald. Cothard abstained and stepped away from the table.

Finance Committee

Page 2

November 8, 2004

Chairman Aikman opened the public hearing at 6:53 p.m.

John Sornson, 249 Franklin Street, opposed the proposal as everyone else on Main Street will be suffering from the reconstruction.

Bev Krueger, 339 E. Main Street, asked how the special assessments will be paid for if they are not paid for by the property owner.

Mr. Connors said the reconstruction special assessment costs are included in the TIF #5 District monies.  If the special assessments are placed on the property owner, it will provide additional money for TIF use.  If not, there will be less money available.

Bev Krueger said she owns 4 or 5 properties on East Main Street.  She paid new curb and approaches about 5 or 6 years ago.  She inquired the cost of a typical curb and approach.  Mr.Connors answered he was not sure, maybe $400 - $500 on Lincoln Street.  At some time this Committee will have to determine what amount to charge the homeowners.  The State will pay ¾ of the costs and the City will pay the balance, so the special assessments on East Main Street might be ¼ of $400-$500.

Jeff Vrstal, 157 E. Main Street, asked when this issue was first discussed.  Mrs. Gilbert answered when the TIF district was originally discussed with the City’s financial advisors, Ehlers & Associates.  This is a benefit for the TIF district properties.

Susan Finque, 443 S. First Street, owner of Real Coffee located at 18 E. Main Street, said this is a meaningful gesture made to the businesses on Main Street as the upcoming project will hamper the businesses if not shut some of them down.  At a minimum the businesses will be disabled during the period of construction.  She thanked the Committee for considering the proposal as this will serve everybody to invest in the downtown.

Bev Krueger asked if the citizens will have a way to determine if the money will end up benefiting one individual who owns several businesses downtown.  Mr. Connors answered he will try to keep the public informed of all the issues through his articles to The Review, by updating the website, and by inviting the public to attend the meetings.

The public hearing closed at 6:16 p.m.

Mr. Connors said this proposal was created to help the downtown businesses to stay downtown.  The reconstruction will be a disruption to their business and ultimately hurt their livelihood.  While the residential properties will suffer from inconvenience and disruption to their living, it will not affect their income.

Finance Committee

Page 3

November 8, 2004

Ald. Sornson asked if it was possible to assess the business property owner and then if the TIF produces the income anticipated from the businesses, the money can be returned.  Mr. Connors answered this may be difficult to do, because business tenants probably will pay the special assessments, and it will be difficult to require property owners to pass the rebate along to tenants, especially because the tenants might have been replaced.

Ald. Roberts called for the question.  Ald. Roberts: aye; Ald. Aikman: nay.  Ald. Cothard abstained.  The motion was defeated.  It will be discussed at the Council meeting of November 9 with no recommendation from Finance.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to recommend to Council approval of Resolution #2004-51, Amending the Adopted 2004 City Budget to Increase the Appropriation for Storm Sewer Expenses.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council approval of Resolution #2004-52, Setting the Municipal Judge’s Salary for 2005.  Motion carried.

Motion by Roberts, seconded by Cothard, to recommend to Council approval of Resolution #2004-53, Declaring Official Intent to Reimburse Expenditures from Proceeds of Borrowing for the U.S. Highway 14/East Main Street/Union Street/Exchange Street Project.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council approval of Resolution #2004-54, Amending the City of Evansville’s Fee Schedule.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Council approval of the Mayoral appointment of Johnson  Block & Co. as the City’s auditors.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Aikman, to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, City Clerk

The Minutes are not official until approve by the Finance and Labor Relations Committee.

