Finance and Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Monday, August 9, 2004, 5:30 p.m.

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Aikman at 5:30 p.m.  Present were Chairman Aikman and Ald. Cothard.  Absent was Ald. Roberts.  Staff present: Deb Gilbert, Finance Director, Bill Connors, City Administrator, and Sandra Hart, City Clerk.  Also present was Jim Frechette, City Auditor.

The Agenda was approved as presented.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to waive the reading of the July 12, 2004 Minutes and approve them as printed.  Motion carried.

Citizen Appearances Other Than Agenda Items Listed.

Bill Hurtley and Janet Porter, Ward Funeral Home, came to speak about an issue that arose last week regarding a burial.  Mr. Connors said this is a matter for the Public Works Committee and Chairman Aikman asked Mr. Hurtley if he could attend that meeting on August 23.  Mr. Hurtley said he would, but he was directed to attend this meeting.  Ald. Cothard said he would work with Mr. Hurtley to resolve the issue.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the W&L bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $437,019.19.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the City bills and authorize their payment in the amount of $571,765.69.  Motion carried.

Unfinished Business.

The Committee discussed a recommendation to Council for City Planner services since the County will terminate providing such service at the end of this year.  Mr. Connors said the options were to create a new position for a City Planner and give that person additional responsibilities and duties that are currently not being done as the current staff does not have the time to do them, or to contract for services on an hourly basis.  Some firms had contacted Mr. Connors to offer their services.  The recently retired Rock County Public Works Director has called Mr. Connors about providing planning services on a consulting basis, but has not yet provided any written information about his credentials.  Ald. Cothard said it would be hard for him to approve a new position and suggested the City look at the cost of contracting services.  He requested more information by the next meeting in order to make a recommendation to Council.  

The Committee discussed defining compensatory time leave for professional employees.  The recommendation is to take the time off in the same pay period it is earned, if possible.  If it is not possible, the employee can bank up to 16 hours which must be used by the end of the calendar year.  Mr. Connors will modify the current contracts of all of the professional employees to reflect this new policy.

New Business.

Jim Frechette, City Auditor, reviewed the draft 2003 Audit Report and Management Letter.  The implementation of GASB 34 was discussed and what inventory to include in that report.  Mrs. Gilbert will prepare a response letter to the Management Letter.  The final audit will be prepared by Mr. Frechette and forwarded to Council.  

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2004-32, Amending the Adopted 2004 City Budget to Increase the appropriation for citizen communication web page.  Motion carried.  Mr. Connors left the meeting at 6:50 p.m.

The Committee agreed to recommend to the Mayor to request for proposals for city attorney and city auditor for services to start January 1, 2005.  

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to approve the policy for the use of the stuffing machine by outside entities.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Aikman, to recommend to Council the appointment of John Willoughby as Chief Elections Inspector and Carol Culberston as Alternate Chief Elections Inspector.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Aikman, to increase the wages for the Chief Elections Inspector and Alternate Chief Elections Inspector to $7.50 per hour and the poll workers to $6.00 per hour.  Motion carried.

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to recommend to Council approval of Resolution #2004-33, Dissolving Tax Incremental District No. 4.  The Committee would like to have a specific date of termination included in the Resolution.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Aikman, to table the recommendation to Council for the adoption of the Capital Improvement Budget for 2005 until the next meeting.  Motion carried.

Motion by Cothard, seconded by Aikman, to table the discussion of the 2005 Operating Budget until the next meeting.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Aikman, seconded by Cothard, to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m.  Motion carried.

Prepared by:

Sandra Hart, Clerk

The Minutes are not official until approved by Finance Committee.

