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Finance and Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Monday, October 10, 2005, 5:30 PM

City Hall, 31 S. Madison Street, Evansville, WI

MINUTES

Chairperson Aikman called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  Present were Chairperson Aikman, Ald. Cothard, and Ald. Roberts.  Staff present: Bill Connors, City Administrator; Deb Gilbert, Finance Director; and Jim Beilke, Clerk/Treasurer.  Kevin Krysinski, CPA, Johnson Block and Company Inc., Alderperson John Sornson, and Historic Preservation Committee Chair Sandy Decker were in the audience. 

Approval of Agenda. The Agenda was amended, moving Johnson Block’s presentation regarding the 2004 audit report up to item number 5, and approved.

Approval of Minutes. 

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to waive the reading and approve the minutes of the September 12, 2005, meeting as presented.  Motion passed.

Citizen appearances other than agenda items listed. 

There were no citizen appearances.

Water & Light Department Bills. 
Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to approve the Water & Light bills in the amount of $739,268.33 and authorize their payment.  Motion passed.

City Bills.
Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to approve the City bills in the amount of $408,025.43 and authorize their payment.  Motion passed.

Unfinished Business. 
The Committee reviewed the report on the status of insurance/collateral covering city’s deposits at Union Bank & Trust Co. and other financial institutions.  The Committee reacted with alarm when they saw on a spreadsheet provided by Deb Gilbert that a substantial amount of the Water & Light deposits at Union Bank & Trust were not secured more than one month after proceeds of a Water & Light revenue bond issue were deposited there.  Ms. Gilbert reported that, per the Water and Light Committee, the she would be moving $200,000 from UB&T to a certificate of deposit at the First Community Bank from Milton.  The consensus was that staff should have a plan for where bond proceeds should be deposited to keep them fully covered by deposit insurance or collateral before the bond proceeds are received.

New Business.

Mr. Krysinski led the discussion on the 2004 audit report, financial statements and management letter.   Ald. Cothard expressed concern that the audit report was completed so late in the year (it was completed in time for the regular Finance Committee meeting in September, but Mr. Krysinski was unable to attend that meeting).  Mr. Krysinski said that city staff, rather than his firm, prepared the 2004 financial statements, and it was a complex and time-consuming task, because the city was implementing the new financial reporting standards mandated by GASB Statement No. 34 for the first time this year.  He also pointed out that the report would have been completed earlier, but late in the process he determined that the Evansville Housing Authority was a “component unit” of the city for financial reporting purposes, and the Housing Authority’s audit (performed by Jim Frechette, the city’s former auditor was not complete.  Mr. Frechette, the city’s former auditor, had taken the position that the Housing Authority was not a component unit of the city for reporting purposes.  Ms. Gilbert said she has asked the Housing Authority to include in the contract for its 2005 audit that the audit will be completed earlier in the year, so it does not hold up completion of the city’s audit report again.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to approve the use of Community Insurance Corporation as the city’s insurer for 2006.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to approve the use of Local Government Property Insurance as the city’s insurer for 2006, including an amendment instructing the Clerk to cancel the Business Interruption coverage for 2006 unless the insurer honored a claim for business interruption in 2005 (which claim the Committee instructed the clerk to submit to the insurer).  Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to recommend to Council to adoption of 2006 City Operating and Capital Budgets and Tax Levies for publication only, with the amendments listed on the report generated on 10/10/05.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to recommend to Council adoption of amended Five-Year Capital Plan for 2006–2010, with an amendment add $10,000 in 2006 for renovation of the Dean Center building for the Police Department.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-57, amending the City of Evansville’s fee schedule. 

Mr. Connors reported that the annexation fee of $150 was new.  Ms. Decker asked if the $150 amount was consistent with other communities.  Mr. Connors said he would post a request for information about annexation fees on a web bulletin board used by municipal administrators and managers to find out.  The cigarettes fees would be raised from $5 to $50, which is consistent with other communities.  Erosion Control and Storm Water Management permit fees were new.  Mr. Connors reported that the “base” fee Rock County charged for these permits was $150 each if purchased separately and $200 combined, and the Committee’s consensus was the city should do the same.  The annual alley maintenance fee was new and Mr. Connors would report at the Council meeting tomorrow night with a recommended fee.  Finally, the $150 preliminary application fee-certified survey map, $150 preliminary application fee-subdivision, and $25 temporary permit for heavy construction equipment fees are new.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, amend the motion to include the staff recommendations in Resolution #2005-57.  Motion carried.

The original motion, as amended, carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-54, a final resolution approving public improvements (Union St., Exchange St. and Main St. project) and levying special assessments against benefited property. 

Ald. Cothard expressed concern about recommending special assessments to Council without input from a public hearing.  Ald. Aikman and Roberts withdrew their motion.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to refer to Council without recommendation Resolution #2005-54, a final resolution approving public improvements (Union St., Exchange St. and Main St. project) and levying special assessments against benefited property.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to refer to Council without recommendation Resolution #2005-55, a final resolution approving public improvements (2005 sidewalk project) and levying special assessments against benefited property. Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to refer to Council without recommendation Resolution #2005-53, a final resolution approving public improvements (Water St. project) and levying special assessments against benefited property. Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-50, amending the adopted 2005 city budget to transfer appropriations for certain capital projects to TID #5.  Ms. Decker said the Redevelopment Authority has not reviewed this proposed budget amendment, and suggested that they be allowed to do so.  Mr. Connors initially disagreed about whether the Redevelopment Authority had reviewed this budget amendment, stating it was included in the budget in Amended Project Plan for TID #5, but then he realized the Redevelopment Authority had not had an opportunity to review the Amended Project Plan before the Plan Commission and Council approved it.  He agreed it would be appropriate to refer the resolution to the Redevelopment Authority for comment, especially because this matter was not time sensitive.  Ald. Aikman and Ald. Roberts withdrew their motion.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to refer the adoption of Resolution #2005-50, amending the adopted 2005 city budget to transfer appropriations for certain capital projects to TID #5, to Redevelopment Authority for comment.  Motion carried.

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-51, amending the adopted 2005 city budget to appropriate money for a new capital project.  Motion carried

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Cothard, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-52, amending the adopted 2005 city budget to increase appropriations for the park store.  Motion carried

Motion by Ald. Aikman, seconded by Ald. Roberts, to recommend to Council adoption of Resolution #2005-56, authorizing the City Administrator to submit application for a Surface Transportation Enhancement Grant. Motion carried 

Motion by Ald. Cothard, seconded by Ald. Aikman, to adjourned at 7:55 PM.  Motion passed.

Prepared by:

James Beilke

City Clerk/Treasurer
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