City of Evansville

Finance & Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Thursday, October 3, 2013, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisc.

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm by Acting Chair Jim Brooks.  Present: Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig (arrived late), Jim Brooks, and Josh Manring.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, City Clerk Judy Walton, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, and EMT Zach Beaver.

II. Approve Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring, to approve the agenda with “unfinished business” items delayed until later in the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously 2-0.
III. Minutes of September 5, 2013.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring, to waive the reading of and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously 2-0.
IV. Citizen Appearances.  None.

V. Bills.  Manring made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to accept the City and Water & Light bills in the amount of $1,055,540.22.  Motion approved unanimously 2-0 on a roll call vote.

VI. New Business.
a. 2013 Audit.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring, to recommend to Common Council approval of engagement letter with Johnson Block & Company, Inc. for financial audit of the year ended December 31, 2013.  FLR noted the charges were consistent with the prior year.  Motion approved unanimously 2-0.
b. Credit Ratings.  Wietecha explained that Standard & Poor’s has adopted new rating criteria.  With the criteria emphasizing long-term financial management, we expect to continue to have favorable bond ratings.  Braunschweig arrived.
c. Housing Authority.  Wietecha explained that Johnson Block & Company has recommended no longer reporting the Housing Authority as a component unit of the city due to changes brought by Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement #61.  The change in reporting standards would be included in the notes section of the financial audit.  If the city were to hire the Housing Authority to administer a revolving loan fund for housing rehabilitation in the future, it would likely do so via a contractual arrangement.
d. Garfield Avenue Assessments.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring, to recommend to Common Council Resolution 2013-13, Final Resolution Authorizing Public Improvement and Levying Special Assessments against Benefitted Property in Evansville, Wisconsin, with installments over ten years at 2.0% annual interest.  Motion approved unanimously 3-0 on a roll call vote.
VII. Unfinished Business.
a. Personnel Policy.  No report.
b. 2014 Budget.  Manring made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to recommend to Common Council Ordinance 2013-07, Adopting 2014 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies.  FLR discussed the budget at length, reviewed all departments, and made a number of adjustments particularly in the Capital Projects Fund.  The proposed budget would decrease the property tax rate.  Braunschweig made a motion, seconded by Manring, to amend the main motion such that the Budget Ordinance incorporated the adjustments.  Amendment approved unanimously 3-0.  Original motion, as amended, approved unanimously 3-0 on a roll call vote. 
VIII. Adjournment.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Manring, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously 3-0 at 8:25 pm.
