City of Evansville

Finance & Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Thursday, October 6, 2011, 4:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm by Chair Mason Braunschweig.  Present: Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, and Todd Culbertson.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Finance Director Lisa Novinska, City Administrator Dan Wietecha, City Clerk Judy Walton, Library Director Kathi Kemp, EMT Tom Beaver, and Dick Woulfe.
II. Approve Agenda.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.
III. Minutes of September 6, 2011.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to waive the reading of and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
IV. Citizen Appearances.  Braunschweig noted that the budget discussion later on the agenda would be limited to staff and any budget input from the public would be heard now.  Woulfe commented that he believed using an unmarked squad car for administrative purposes was a waste of resources.  Woulfe asked whether Liberty Street and other future projects in the capital improvement plan were realistic.
V. Water & Light Bills.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to accept the Water & Light bills in the amount of $903,572.76.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
VI. City Bills.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to accept the City bills in the amount of $427,606.39.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
VII. Unfinished Business:

a. 2012 Budget.  The Committee discussed the budget requests at length and made adjustments throughout.  The final proposed budget included a small reduction in the property tax rate.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to recommend to Common Council first reading of Ordinance 2011-16, Adopting 2012 Operating and Capital Budgets and Setting Tax Levies.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
b. Capstone Ridge.  Wietecha noted work toward a resolution to complete the street paving this fall.
c. Personnel Policies.  Wietecha noted that these will be developed over the coming few months, likely in sections, and that prior input would be appreciated.
VIII. New Business:
a. 2011 Budget Amendments.  Wietecha explained proposed budget amendments recommended by Public Works Committee and Park Board to accomplish more creek wall repair, Water & Light Committee to account for Commitment to Community (CTC funds), and himself to purchase narrowband radios this year instead of next.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Culbertson, to recommend to Common Council Resolution 2011-18, Approving Amendments to 2011 Capital Budget.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
b. City Attorney.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Culbertson, to recommend to Common Council approval of increasing the hourly rate for legal services with Consigny Law Firm SC to $125.00 beginning January 1, 2012.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
c. Online Utility Bills.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Culbertson, to recommend to Common Council approval of a Service Agreement with Payment Service Network Inc. for online collection and processing of utility bills.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
d. Contract Renewals.  It was noted that absent sixty days notice, the contracts with Vierbicher Associates Inc. for City Planner Services and Creekside Place Inc. for Community/Senior Services would automatically renewal for one year under like terms.
e. Oak Grove Church.  Wietecha explained that Oak Grove Church has informally been allowed to use the Youth Center building the last several years and the proposed agreement would acknowledge their use of the building and formalize basic expectations.  Braunschweig noted the agreement should contain a provision for at least a nominal payment by Oak Grove.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to recommend to Common Council approval of Agreement with Oak Grove Church for Use and Occupancy of 209 South First Street.  Motion approved unanimously. 
IX. Adjournment.  Culbertson made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 8:15 pm.
