City of Evansville

Finance & Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Thursday, September 9, 2010, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chair Mason Braunschweig.  Present: Alderpersons Mason Braunschweig, Jim Brooks, and Diane Roberts.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Finance Director Lisa Novinska, and City Administrator Dan Wietecha.
II. Approve Agenda.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 3-0.
III. Minutes of August 5, 2010.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to waive the reading of and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved 3-0.
IV. Citizen Appearances.  None. 
V. Water & Light Bills.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to accept the Water & Light bills in the amount of $698,865.68.  Motion approved 3-0 on a roll call vote.
VI. City Bills.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to accept the City bills in the amount of $551,420.93.  Motion approved 3-0 on a roll call vote.
VII. Unfinished Business:

a. 2011 Budget.  Novinska said that health insurance premiums would be increasing a little less than had previously been estimated.  The state’s shared revenues estimates will be known next week.  Marketing expenses are higher than room tax revenues, requiring a loan from the fund balance for cash flow purposes.  The compiled budget requests will be distributed next week with time to review prior to the September 20 budget meeting.
b. Creekside Place.  Brooks made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Common Council approval of Agreement for Community Development Block Grant Funding for Senior/Community Center.  Wietecha explained this was a safeguard to ensure that the Creekside Place construction project would abide by the grant requirements and pay any possible penalties for violations.  Motion approved 3-0 on a roll call vote. 
c. Rundle/Chilsen Property.  Wietecha said that with more accurate survey and soils information, the recommended stormwater improvements have changed.  With a new culvert and swale design, the city could return the property to Rundle and Chilsen and keep a permanent easement for maintenance.  The details still need to be worked out, but Rundle and Chilsen said they would take $30,000 as compensation for the easement.  Having already paid $50,000 for the land, this actually means money back to the city.
VIII. New Business:

a. Investment of Funds.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to approve transfer of $79,005.12 from a six month certificate of deposit to a money market account with Union Bank & Trust.  Novinska explained that this was a temporary measure to maintain liquidity pending determination of the appropriate designation and best investment of the funds.  Wietecha said that with a formal investment policy still pending, it was appropriate to bring this to the Committee for approval.  Motion approved 3-0 on a roll call vote.
b. Investment of Cemetery Funds.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to approve transfer of $95,138.88 from a twenty-four month certificate of deposit to a money market account with Union Bank & Trust.  Novinska explained that this was a temporary measure pending the best application of permanent care receipts for the cemetery.  Motion approved 3-0 on a roll call vote.
c. Cell Phone Contract.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to recommend to Common Council approval of Cellular Service Agreement with US Cellular for two years.  Wietecha said that other than an increase in charges for Blackberry Service, which is currently not used by any city employee, this was essentially a renewal of the prior contract at State of Wisconsin government rates.  Motion approved 3-0 on a roll call vote.
d. Refuse and Recycling Contract.  Wietecha said that if the current contract were allowed to automatically renew, the price increase would likely be lower than if the contract were renegotiated or put out for bid.
e. AWARE Agency.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Brooks, to recommend to Common Council no action on Agreement with Community Action for Use and Occupancy of 209 South First Street.  Wietecha explained that no action would result in an automatic one-year renewal of the agreement.  Although the motion was not necessary, allowing the renewal should be deliberate rather than a matter of happenstance.  If the city allows AWARE to continue operating and the Youth Center closes, the city will have utility expenses for the building.  Motion approved 3-0 on a roll call vote.
f. Closed Session:  At 6:35 pm, Brooks made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to meet in closed session per Wisconsin Statutes 19.85(1)(f) to consider disciplinary data and the investigation of charges against the aquatics director, and to not subsequently reconvene in open session.  Motion approved 3-0.
IX. Adjournment.  With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:52 pm.
