City of Evansville

Finance & Labor Relations Committee

Regular Meeting

Thursday, August 6, 2009, 5:30 pm

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St., Evansville, Wisconsin

MINUTES

I. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chair Tom Cothard.  Present: Alderpersons Tom Cothard, Diane Roberts and Mason Braunschweig.  Also present: Mayor Sandy Decker, Finance Director Lisa Novinska and City Administrator Dan Wietecha.
II. Approve Agenda.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the agenda.  Motion approved unanimously.
III. Minutes of July 9, 2009, Meeting.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to waive the reading of and to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion approved unanimously.
IV. Citizen Appearances.  None.
V. Water & Light Bills.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to approve the Water & Light bills in the amount of $870,049.21 and to authorize their payment.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
VI. City Bills.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to approve the City bills in the amount of $495,487.43 and to authorize their payment.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
VII. Unfinished Business:
a. 2009 Budget.  The Committee discussed the importance of limiting spending through the end of the year.  If any positions become vacated, they may be kept unfilled with a hiring freeze.  Wietecha said he will be advising department heads that he will review all employee overtime.
VIII. New Business:

a. Wisconsin Rural Water Agreement.  Wietecha noted that joining the Wisconsin Rural Water Construction Loan Program Commission would be required in order to access their interim financing for the wastewater treatment facility.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to recommend to Common Council approval of Resolution 2009-14, Authorizing Entry into an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement Relating to the Wisconsin Rural Water Construction Loan Program.  Motion approved unanimously.
b. WWTF Interim Finance.  Wietecha said that it would take several months to complete the contracts and bonds for the long-term financing through the Clean Water Fund.  The program through Wisconsin Rural Water would provide interim financing so construction could proceed while completing the CWF documents.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Common Council approval of Resolution 2009-21, Authorizing and Approving a Loan Agreement with the Wisconsin Rural Water Construction Loan Program Commission and Authorizing the Issuance of $3,900,000 Revenue Bond Anticipation Notes, Series 2009 (Sewerage System).  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
c. Water and Electric Revenue Bonds.  Wietecha reported that the bid opening for the South Rural Line rebuild occurred earlier in the day.  Bids appeared favorable but had not yet been reviewed and tabulated by the engineer.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Roberts, to recommend to Common Council approval of Resolution 2009-20, Providing for the Sale of $945,000 Water and Electric System Revenue Bonds.  Motion approved unanimously on a roll call vote.
d. Recycling Grants.  Cothard made a motion, seconded by Braunschweig, to recommend to Common Council approval of Resolution 2009-19, Authorizing the Representative to File the Recycling Grant to Responsible Units and Recycling Efficiency Incentive Grant Applications.  Motion approved unanimously.
e. Finance Department Budget Proposal.  Novinska presented her proposal for the Finance Department’s 2010 operating budget.  Expenses increased over 2009 are due to wage and benefits and next year’s election.  Expenses reduced below 2009 are due to less office supplies and equipment; part of this due to reuse and recycling of supplies.
f. 2010 Budget.  Novinska said department heads and committees are scheduled to submit their proposed budgets to her by August 14.  Roberts indicated that the Public Safety Committee recommended increasing EMS rates consistent with those of other providers in the area.  Wietecha said he has made preliminary contact with each of the three unions with whom the City has agreements and expects to meet with them as the budget progresses.
IX. Adjournment.  Roberts made a motion, seconded by Cothard, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion approved unanimously at 6:45 pm.
