Agenda Item 5


City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, February 16, 2015, 6:00 PM 
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:04 p.m. by Gene Lewis.
2. Roll Call. Present: Sue Berg, Gene Bass, Gene Lewis, Brandon Rutz, and Sarah Bauer. Absent: Chair Jim Brooks, James Otterstein and Blase Strobel. Also attending: Mayor Sandy Decker, Chamber Executive Director President Christina Slaback and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Motion to Approve Agenda. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
4. Motion to amend the rules of the committee to allow for remote participation in this session. None.
5. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the November 17 regular meeting and approve them as printed. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items. None
7. Monthly Reports

a. City Report on Economic Development Activities. Sergeant reviewed the staff report, including:

· January 14th, 2015 Board of Appeals approved a land division proposal at 170 S Union 

· January 27th joined Christina and Chamber of Commerce for a Business Retention Visit with Bluescope Buildings.

· January 28th attended ribbon cutting for new bridge at Bluescope

· Land division at 170 S Union will be going through a conditional use permit and preliminary land division process at the March Plan Commission Meeting.

· City Staff had a meeting with new owner of property at Southeast corner of Cty M and Hwy 14 to talk about the possibilities of a coordinated effort by City and the landowner to encourage a portion of the property to develop.
b. Chamber of Commerce Report. Chamber Executive Director Christina Slaback informed committee of upcoming lunch and learn regarding taxes with Todd Barry.  A ribbon cutting will be held for Evansville Health club and Infinity martial arts.  Tomorrow’s lunch and learn will include WPPI on energy savings and information about the water rate increase from Ian Rigg.  
c. Tourism Subcommittee Report. Sue Berg informed the committee of the continued planning efforts for Evansville’s 150th anniversary celebration. Also updated on photography services RFP, indicating the price will be much higher than anticipated. Decker indicated art crawl will need some assistance but is being planned again this year.
i. Discussion and motion Tourism Committee recommends to the Economic Development Committee that a stipend of $150 from the tourism allocation be provided to Creekside Place for use of its boardroom for Tourism Committee meetings in 2015.. Berg/Bauer, approved unanimously.
8. Old Business
a. Smart Growth Plan Update.
i. Sergeant indicated the VPS was very successful with over 230 responses.  Including some time spent with two high school classes.
ii. Many chapters under review by City committees, great progress being made on the plan. February 2nd, 2015 Plan Commission included a review of Chapter 6 Community Facilities and Chapter 7 Cultural Resources.  Both chapters have had the vision statements updated.  Economic Development Committee completed reviewed of Ch. 8.  January 28th, attended Women’s Entrepreneurship Group to discuss smart growth.
b. Website correction updates.   Kevin made some updates to the website.  Sergeant indicated all members should review the changes and follow up with any additional changes.
9. New Business.
a. Economic Development Education.
i. Committee discussed Planning Magazine article about craft brewing.  Otterstein recommended creating a profile sheet if this is something Evansville wants to market.  Lewis indicated the craft brewing interest in the City is strong with a Hops Analysis lab and active brewing club.  
10. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting March 16, 2015, 6:00 pm.  

11. Motion to Adjourn. Bass/Berg motion to adjourn at 6:45pm.
