
City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Tuesday, April 7, 2015, 6:30 PM
Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI
MINUTES
· Meeting was called to order at 6:28 p.m.
· Roll call. Present: John Decker, Krista Korfmacher, Sue Berg.  Ex officio:  Sandy Decker.
· Motion to approve agenda.  John Decker/Krista Korfmacher. Approved.
· Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from Feb. 2, 2015, and approve them as printed.  John Decker/Krista Korfmacher.  Approved. 
· Citizen appearances.  None. 

· Marketing/promotional opportunities and updates
a. Discover Wisconsin: Mayor Decker presented a proposal from Discover Wisconsin to produce a new television episode that is shared between Evansville and Janesville.  According to Greg Smith from Discover Wisconsin, Christine Rebout from Janesville CVB is definitely interested.  The $40,000 cost would be split evenly between the two communities, resulting in 3 broadcasts of the TV episode, and 3 radio spots per community.  For an additional $350, Evansville can acquire the B-roll footage of Evansville.  Filming would occur in 2016 with the first broadcast in 2017.  Payments would be in 3 installments, beginning in 2016.  As a side note, a separate project to produce a 3-5 minute general promotional video of Evansville would cost $7500, if filming occurs at the same time.  This would be an economic development project.  The tourism committee endorsed the Discover Wisconsin $40,000 proposal plus B-roll, and will recommend to the Economic Development Committee that we proceed.  Sue Berg will contact Christine Rebout for an in-person discussion.
· Old  Business 

a. Barn Quilt brochure update: Krista will be submitting updates, edits and changes to the printer in Edgerton April 8.  She worked with Larry Dobbs to take photos of barn quilts added since the last brochure was printed.  
b. Photography update:  The project to take new commercial photographs of Evansville is on hold due to budget and time. 
c. Evansville 150th anniversary / June 11 meeting:  The next meeting will be hosted at Creekside Place.  Sue Berg will contact Nancy Kress about placing an ad in the Cinderella / alumni program giving notice about 2016 celebrations. 
d. Peace Park, Ice Age Trail, Triathlon potential: placeholder:  Mayor Decker reported that Evansville has been selected for the next segment of the Ice Age Trail, per information from the National Park Service.  No updates on the peace park. 
e. Stoughton / Edgerton / Evansville cross promotion: the initiators and organizers from Edgerton have disbanded.   There will be no further progress on this effort. 
· New Business
a. Introduce contractor for online calendar/brochure distribution role: Sue Berg will extend the offer.  Mayor Decker will work with Ian Rigg, city administrator, for contractor hiring process. 
b. Art Crawl support: Naomi Duggan is leading a group of three people in organizing the Art Crawl, set for May 8.  It is the recommendation of past organizers that the Art Crawl is set to occur on the Friday preceding Mother’s Day, to avoid ongoing scheduling conflicts with the Energy Fair.  Krista Korfmacher/John Decker made a motion to authorize $600 from the general tourism marketing allocation to be awarded to the group and used to promote the event.  Approved.  Sue Berg will forward the authorization to the Economic Development Committee for review.   
c. Open seat on tourism committee:  Mayor Decker will be extending an invitation to accept an appointment to the committee within the next couple of weeks.  Kelly Czerwonka, the new event planner at Creekside Place, will be approached. 
d. Preliminary discussion about 2016 funding priorities: Discussion included allocating a reasonable share of tourism marketing dollars to 2016 anniversary events, and participating in conversations with each “organizer” about funding sources.
· Tourism activities review
a. Farmers Market / My Market

b. Feb. 14 Chocolate Extravaganza

c. March 1 FFA Farm Toy Show

d. March 7 Chili Cook-Off

e. April 11 Community Bash fundraiser

f. April 24 Energy Fair

g. May 8 Spring Art Crawl

h. May 25 Parade/Rally in the Alley

i. June 6 Rock County Dairy Breakfast at Larson Acres
j. June 26 Ice Cream Social
k. July 2-5 Fourth of July Festival

l. July 4 Run/Walk and Grove Gallop

m. July 31 Library book sale

n. July 31-Aug. 1 city wide garage sales
· Announcements: Patrick Reinsma from the Tourism Department shared by email that Evansville’s historic walking tour was a specific feature on www.TravelWisconsin.com. 
· Next meeting dates June 2 And August 4. 
· Motion to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. by Krista Korfmacher/John Decker. Approved. 

