Agenda Item 5


City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, December 15, 2014, 6:00 PM 
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:01 p.m. by Jim Brooks.
2. Roll Call. Present: James Otterstein, Sue Berg, Chair Jim Brooks, Gene Bass, Gene Lewis, Brandon Rutz, and Blase Strobel. Absent: Sarah Bauer. Also attending: Mayor Sandy Decker, Chamber Executive Director President Christina Slaback, City Administrator Ian Rigg, and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Motion to Approve Agenda. Bass/Rutz, approved unanimously.
4. Motion to amend the rules of the committee to allow for remote participation in this session. None.
5. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the November 17 regular meeting and approve them as printed. Rutz/Bass, approved unanimously.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items. None.
7. Monthly Reports

a. City Report on Economic Development Activities. Sergeant reviewed the staff report, including:

· National Park Service’s Ice Age Trail planning team was in Evansville November 26th to discuss potential trail routes through Evansville. Staff and community members recommended routing through golf course, Lake Leota Park and Main Street.

· Staff had a successful pre-application meeting the morning of Dec 9th with Oppidan regarding a 26,000 sq. ft. retail building proposed to be built on Brown School Rd.  The tenant is expected to be ShopKo, but ShopKo’s parent company Sun Capital placed the proposal on hold later the same day, while it revaluates the store’s expected performance.  Oppidan’s approval of a TIF request was removed from Common Council’s Agenda.  Staff expects to know more about the project’s future in the next 30-45 days.  Oppidan and ShopKo’s interest in Evansville is a great sign of things to come.

· Addendum to Westfield Meadows Land Divider’s Agreement recommended to council by Plan Commission.  Common Council approved 12/09/14. 

· Windmill Ridge Land Divider’s Agreement recommended to council by Plan Commission.  Common Council approved 12/09/15.  This will create approximately 48 single family lots with strong pedestrian connection to parkland.

· A proposal from the owners of property at the Southeast Corner of Cty M and Hwy 14 to forgive the interest on a special assessment assigned to the property for infrastructure improvements was discussed at the Dec 9th Common Council meeting. Council did not approve the proposal, citing a desire to see development potential included in future discussions.

b. Chamber of Commerce Report. Chamber Executive Director Christina Slaback informed committee of upcoming lunch and learn regarding budgeting and taxes with Todd Barry.  A ribbon cutting was done for The Dancing Lamb with a good turn-out.
c. Tourism Subcommittee Report. Sue Berg informed the committee of planning efforts for Evansville’s 150th anniversary celebration. Tourism is updating the barn quilt brochure. 

i. Discussion and possible motion to allocate room tax dollars to professional photography proposal. Berg discussed need for photography of Evansville by a professional photographer and reviewed the request for photography services. Committee discussed the proposal and what typical photography services may cost.  Committee discussed getting a photographer recruited, then figure out how many photos can be taken with the proposed budget of $2000.  Committee discussed a social media competition to encourage volunteers to submit a photo. 
ii. Economic development ad in business climate magazine.  Sergeant discussed proposed budget and new ad placement.  Sergeant expressed interest in tracking clicks from advertisement.  Otterstein discussed Rock County’s limited knowledge of success of current ad placement in business climate magazine.  Rock County has the most success with WBBM radio ads. Brooks informed of WPPI donation to expand budget for item.
8. Old Business
a. Business survey. Sergeant summarized results thus far of business surveys.  A couple of questions are differentiated in type of response based upon the survey taker being an owner or a renter. 
b. Smart Growth Plan Update.
i. The committee reviewed existing text in economic development chapter.  Committee discussed the importance of updating the finance portions of the chapter along with de-emphasizing downtown redevelopment.
ii. Committee discussed objectives and goals specifically adding information about the young and well educated workforce in the city.  
9. New Business.
a. Economic Development Website Discussion.  Brooks and Sergeant reminded the committee to keep submitting any website updates or corrections to Brooks.  
10. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting February 16, 2015, 6:00 pm.  
11. Motion to Adjourn. Bass/Berg motion to adjourn at 8:15pm.
