Agenda Item 5


City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, November 17, 2014, 6:00 PM 
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:00 p.m. by Jim Brooks.
2. Roll Call. Present: Sarah Bauer, Sue Berg, Chair Jim Brooks, Gene Bass, Gene Lewis, Brandon Rutz, and Blase Strobel. Absent: James Otterstein. Also attending: Mayor Sandy Decker, Chamber Board President Christina Slaback, City Administrator Ian Rigg, and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Motion to Approve Agenda. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
4. Motion to amend the rules of the committee to allow for remote participation in this session. None.
5. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 15 regular meeting and approve them as printed. Berg/Strobel, approved unanimously.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items. None.
7. Monthly Reports

a. City Report on Economic Development Activities. Sergeant overviewed the staff report. Plan Commission approved a conditional use permit for The Dancing Lamb at 217 W Main Street and reviewed housing and transportation goals at last meeting. Economic development’s definition will be discussed at tonight’s meeting.  Plan Commission expected to review a site plan for an expansion of an existing business and further discussion of PUD Concept plan. Decker discussed the next steps for DLG Naturals including an office in Evansville and warehousing in Janesville. Sergeant indicated DLG was interested in filling out a revolving loan fund. 
b. Chamber of Commerce Report. Chamber Executive Director Christina Slaback informed committee of upcoming lunch and learn from fire department.  A ribbon cutting was done for Das Hound Haus with a good turn-out. Slaback reminded everyone of Olde Fashioned Christmas the upcoming weekend.
c. Tourism Subcommittee Report. Sue Berg informed committee of the moving of the civil war reenactment event and accompanying school day outside of Evansville.
8. Old Business
a. Business survey. Sergeant indicated a summary of the reports will be coming next meeting. Committee discussed the business summit portion of surveys.  Surveys indicated businesses want a summit to happen more often.  Committee discussed what a summit might include, something similar to a networking event.  Further brainstorming is needed. 
b. Smart Growth Plan Update.
i. The committee reviewed existing definition created by the committee and chamber commerce. The definition was liked by the committee and is more of a mission statement.  Committee would like to see the definition in the intro paragraph as is. 
ii. Committee agreed that vision was good as is, only needing minor changes.  Adding marketing is important.  The mention of downtown is a strength of the vision. Committee would like to see additional tourism discussion in intro as well. Indication of importance of growth to the North should be in the chapter as well.
9. New Business.
a. Economic Development Website Discussion.  Committee discussed website improvements.  Concern was discussed that the update requires updating the entire city website. Sergeant and Rigg explained Milton’s website and how it functions as a central landing page for the city and other municipal agencies in the city. Discussion around priorities indicated completion of the smart growth plan was most important at this time.  Agreement was reached that the current website has out of date and inaccurate information.  Brooks urged members to review the existing website and get corrections to him as soon as possible along with three things each member would like to see.
10. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting December 15, 2014, 6:00 pm.  
11. Motion to Adjourn. Bauer/Berg motion to adjourn at 7:29pm.
