City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, October 20, 2014, 6:00 PM 
City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to Order at 6:03 p.m. by Jim Brooks.
2. Roll Call. Present: Sarah Bauer, Sue Berg, Chair Jim Brooks, Gene Bass, Gene Lewis, Brandon Rutz, and Blase Strobel. Absent: James Otterstein. Also attending: Mayor Sandy Decker, Chamber Board President Bill Hurtley, City Administrator Ian Rigg, and Community Development Director Jason Sergeant.
3. Motion to Approve Agenda. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
4. Motion to amend the rules of the committee to allow for remote participation in this session. None.
5. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the September 15 regular meeting and approve them as printed. Berg/Bass, approved unanimously.
6. Citizen Appearances, other than listed agenda items. None.
7. Monthly Reports

a. City Report on Economic Development Activities. Sergeant overviewed the staff report. Sergeant attended a business retention visit in coordination with the Chamber of Commerce and is working with home based business looking to expand into light industrial space. Sergeant mentioned the submittal of CRS information, expecting a final approval in a few months. Sergeant also approved a sign permit for Landmark Coop. The Plan commission will review a conditional use permit, PUD Concept plan and potential land division application. 
b. Tourism Subcommittee Report. Reviewed budget and advertising for Oktoberfest and Olde Fashioned Christmas. Looking into professional photography for marketing and update to barn quilt brochure.  Looking forward to upcoming events and looking for participation and ideas to celebrate Evansville’s 150 year anniversary. Next meeting is December 2, 2014. Brooks and Decker mentioned success of recent disc golf tournament.
c. Chamber of Commerce Report. Chamber Board President Bill Hurtley had no current updates. Hurtley indicated the Executive Director may be out for an extended period of time Spring 2015.
8. Old Business
a. Business survey. Sergeant indicated half of the surveys had been returned and many more are coming in this week.  Bauer indicated one person didn’t want to participate. Bass reviewed some of his visits with local businesses. Rutz indicated his discussions with businesses indicated property taxes are a concern.  Committee discussed revolving loan funds.
b. Smart Growth Plan Update.
i. The committee reviewed exiting goals and objectives, recommending changes.
ii. Committee agreed that a definition of “sustainable economic development” needed to be completed.  Brooks indicated a definition has recently been created and should be considered by the committee.  The committee reviewed and recommended changes to objectives and goals, understanding a definition would be reviewed at the next meeting.
9. New Business.
a. Economic Development Website Discussion.  Website discussion delayed to next regular meeting.
10. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting November 17, 2014, 6:00 pm.  Bauer recapped notes that were gathered on the RLF application.
11. Motion to Adjourn. Berg/Strobel at 8:15pm motion to adjourn.
