
City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Tuesday, April 1, 2014, 6:30 PM
Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Meeting called to order at 6:36 p.m.
2. Roll call.  Present:  Sue Berg, John Decker, Krista Korfmacher, Christina Slaback, Dave VanDerHaegen, Mayor Sandy Decker, Jim Brooks, ex officio.  Guest Dianne Duggan.
3. Motion to approve agenda.  John Decker/Dave VanDerHaegen.  Unanimous. 

4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from Feb. 4, 2014, and approve them as printed.  Dave VanDerHaegen/Krista Korfmacher.  Unanimous.
5. Citizen appearances.  None. 
6. Marketing/promotional opportunities and updates
· Discover Wisconsin.  The contract with the television program ends in June.  Brochure supplies are adequate through summer with $1500 in the budget to reprint brochures later this year. 
· Historic Evansville-A Walker’s Guide.  2000 brochures were delivered.  May 2, a debut party for the guidebook will be hosted as a commemoration of the 175th anniversary of the settlement of Evansville.  Creekside Place will co-host with “First Friday.”  John Decker will offer a brief presentation about the historic downtown and offer an escorted tour.  

7. Tourism activities review
a. Peace Park update: A labyrinth is being designed; Kyle Allen has agreed to help prepare the path. 
b. Feb. 15 Chocolate Extravaganza: The fundraiser was well attended and successful.   
c. March 1 Chili Cook Off:  Discover Wisconsin hosts Libby Amato and Mariah Haberman were among the chili judges.  Guests included a couple who traveled to the Chili Cookoff having found it on the TravelWisconsin website calendar. The fundraiser was successful and well attended.  
d. March 2 FFA Farm Toy Show: no report. 
e. WIGCOT:  Dave VanDerHaegen shared two pages of notes from the tourism conference.  Key thoughts for Evansville included nailing down our single best draw,” and having shopper-friendly retail hours. 

f. April 25 Energy Fair:  Exhibitors, presentations and acts are booked.  
g. April 25 Spring Art Crawl:  The event will start at Creekside Place and conclude at Creekside with the drawing for the prize basket.  
h. April 26 Historic Preservation Conference in Waupaca:  John Decker, Nicole Sidoff and Sue Berg have met twice and are working on the presentation.  
i. May 16-17 Civil War living history and cannon dedication:  This event opens Friday with Company K School Day and concludes around 3 p.m. Saturday.  The cannon dedication is uncertain.  
j. June will be 38th annual Rock County Dairy Breakfast.  No date/place yet.  (As of April 13, the date is June 14 at the Dennis & Clarice Green farm near Janesville.)
k. Fourth of July Festival: July 3-6.  No report. 
l. July 11-13, 18-19 Little Shop of Horrors presented by Evansville Community Theater
m. July 19 Railroad Show: Center for Railroad Photography & Art will be invited to participate in this year’s event.  
n. Sept. 5-13:  Theodore Robinson Plein Air Painting Contest. 
o. Evansville 175th anniversary in 2014 / Pageant August 8-10:  This event is postponed with plans to hold it for the 150th anniversary.  The grant necessary for conservation work on the theatre backdrop has not yet been approved; the scripting is only in draft form.  The timeline is too tight to be ready for an August 2014 production.  
p. Evansville 150th anniversary in 2016:  Planning will be addressed at the June committee meeting. 
8. Old  Business 
a. Evansville Calendar Management:  Responsibilities and payment were discussed. The project will go to Dec. 31, 2014.  Dianne Duggan will be updating and maintaining the online calendar.  She also will distribute 5 brochures to key locations.  
b. Small Towns Wisconsin ezine: The online publication is delayed.  The editor is working on several articles about Evansville. Sue Berg will send information about Good Care Collective as feature article possibility.  
c. Triathlon/ duathlon potential:  Krista investigated interest.  If the Ice Age Trail locates in/near Evansville, it’s an opportunity to launch a sports event.  Krista will monitor the Grove Gallop and July 4 run as well.  Christina connected with Katie Hensel of Tri 4 Schools, who has not made any decisions yet about bringing an athletic event into Evansville. 
9. New Business

a. Evansville 175th anniversary commemoration: the commemoration will be celebrated with the premiere of the Historic Evansville guidebook May 2.
b. Advertising/marketing opportunity: Christina Slaback described packages offered by Charter for online advertising.  
10. Next meeting dates April 1 and June 3.   
11. Motion to adjourn at 8:18 p.m. by Dave VanDerHaegen/Christina Slaback.  Unanimous. 

