
City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2014, 6:30 PM
Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.
2. Roll call.  Present:  Sue Berg, John Decker, Krista Korfmacher, Christina Slaback, Dave VanDerHaegen, Mayor Sandy Decker, ex officio.  Excused:  Jim Brooks, ex officio. 
3. Motion to approve agenda.  Christina Slaback/John Decker.  Item 9 d MadRed advertising and 9e announcements added.  As amended, unanimous.
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from Dec. 3, 2013, and approve them as printed.  John Decker/Dave VanDerHaegen.  Unanimous.
5. Citizen appearances.  None. 
6. Marketing/promotional opportunities and updates
· Discover Wisconsin:  Sue Berg delivered 250 brochures.  Per Scott Hartwell from Discover Wisconsin, trade show appearances requiring brochures are Iola Old Car Show (July 10-13) and Wisconsin State Fair (Aug. 1). Both events occur after our contract expires in June 2014.  However, he is willing to stock our literature in available space. Sue will ask Scott to meet early this summer to explore another contract with Discover Wisconsin. Discover Wisconsin online calendar is up to date.  Sidenote:  Christina will check with Janesville CVB about adding Evansville information to their online calendar. 
· Historic Evansville-A Walker’s Guide: Printers proofs were reviewed.  Additional edits were made on the text.  John Decker will hand deliver proofs to the printer; Sue Berg will ask for PDFs for final review.  Quantity to print is 2000.  Greatly expanded from its first edition of 32 pages, the new 52-page brochure will be featured in a “coming out” party hosted May 2 in conjunction with the First Friday evening-hours event coordinated by the Chamber.  Christina will coordinate with the Chamber and WE3 group to promote the brochure.  John Decker will prepare a Power Point presentation and invite the Grove Society/This Old House Group.  Creekside will host the coming out event.  Krista and Sue will assist planning. 
7. Tourism activities review
a. Peace Park update: no report.
b. Jan. 18 Activity Fair / Farmers Market update:  Visitors were steady but fewer numbers than hoped; good turnout among representative groups.  Extended conversations reported; Chamber gained a new member. 
c. Feb. 15 Chocolate Extravaganza: Creekside is the host site.  
d. March 1 Chili Cook Off:  Discover Wisconsin hosts Libby Amato and Mariah Haberman have been invited to judge the Chili Cook Off. 
e. March 2 FFA Farm Toy Show: no report. 
f. April 25 Energy Fair:  Initial planning meeting set. 
g. April 25 Spring Art Crawl:  With the move/departure of Margaret LeMay and Integrated Art, Lisa James and Allen Creek Gallery need new partners.  Christina reported support from Main Street businesses to assist in planning and holding the Art Crawl.  Dave will request consideration to host the Art Crawl opening or closing events at Creekside Place.
h. April 26 Historic Preservation Conference in Waupaca ("Historic Preservation as a Tool for Economic Development" and Evansville invited to present a program—historic walking tour, historic district designation, supplement efforts such as street pavers, building renovation, retail shops about antiques/repurposing).  John, Sue and Nicole Sidoff will be developing a presentation. It may be possible to record the presentation. 
i. May 16-17 Civil War living history and cannon dedication: John reported that Company K School Day is Friday, May 16, with approximately 2200 kids expected at Leonard Leota Park (with an afternoon pizza party to wind up the event).  Friday evening is a free ice cream social; Saturday’s highlight will be a parade and band concert, with the event ending Saturday afternoon.  No cavalry participation due to poor participation in past years.  No cannon artillery participation due to mandatory recertification occurring the same weekend.  Cannon dedication may or may not occur, depending on completion of the pedestal cladding and memorial plaque. 
j. June will be 38th annual Rock County Dairy Breakfast.  No date/place yet. 
k. Fourth of July Festival: July 3-6.  Parade theme is “Once Was Called The Grove,” which plays on the 175th anniversary of the founding of The Grove, and the commemorative Pageant set for August.  
l. July 11-13, 18-19 Little Shop of Horrors presented by Evansville Community Theater
m. July 19 Railroad Show: John reported there will be more “moving” displays and that the Wisconsin & Southern will be represented. 
n. Evansville 175th anniversary in 2014 / Pageant August 8-10:  John reported that The Grove Society (John), ECP (Jim Brooks) and ECT (Melissa Schnepper) met to develop an abbreviated script based on the original 1939 Pageant. 
o. Evansville 150th anniversary in 2016:  A planning committee needs to be assembled. Mayor Decker reviewed the history of the 100th anniversary. 
8. Old  Business 
a. Dec. 5 meeting with SWAG, Tourism and Agri-Tourism: Dave reported that the Wisconsin Department of Tourism offered to help promote the SWAG project when the buildings exist as something to promote.  
b. 2013 summary of committee activity:  A packed two-page report was distributed to committee members for review.  A request was made to revise as a narrative and submit to the Evansville Review and Chamber of Commerce & Tourism. 
c. Evansville Calendar Management:  No interest yet from anyone in the calendar and brochure management project for a $1000 stipend.  Sue will inquire with a local resident about possible interest. 
d. Proposed event:  Photo Contest a la Plein Air:  If there is interest, it could be developed and rotated annually with Plein Air.  There are concerns about diluting or exhausting the available audience for multiple art events.  Consensus was to focus on Plein Air this year. 
9. New Business

a. Input into Smart Growth Comprehensive Plan: John noted that tourism has a place both in the cultural and economic development sections of the plan. 
b. WIGCOT: Due to available tourism funds, Dave VanDerHaegen will register and attend the Wisconsin Governor’s Conference on Tourism March 2-4 at Lake Geneva.  
c. Small Towns Wisconsin is a new e-magazine published by Brit Springer of Brooklyn.  She seeks donated articles and may be able to supply photographs. It was suggested that articles about the new walking tour handbook and plein air contest be submitted.  
d. MadRep advertising: Mayor Decker shared that Economic Development Committee, on behalf of the City, purchased a 1/3 page $2500 ad in the new annual publication that will promote the 8-county MadRep region (Madison Region Economic Partnership). The advertising package includes an online presence with links. 
e. Announcements:  Christina described the new First Fridays event to promote Friday evening shopping in Evansville.  Krista inquired about triathlon and duathlon development in Evansville and offered to contact Sue Farnsworth. 
10. Next meeting dates April 1 and June 3.   
11. Motion to adjourn at 8:18 p.m. by Dave VanDerHaegen/Christina Slaback.  Unanimous. 

