City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee

Monday, January 21, 2013, 6:00 PM 

City Hall, 31 S. Madison St. Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order at 6:03
2. Roll call. Present: Sidoff, Senn, Bass, Berg, Brooks, Strobl, Rutz, Bauer.  Absent: Wietecha, Otterstein.  Also attending: Christina Slaback, Lori Allen, Sandy Decker
3. Motion to approve agenda changing #9 to exclude the words “City Budget.”—Berg/Bass approved unanimously
4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the November 19, 2012 regular meeting and approve them as printed.-- Senn/Berg approved unanimously
5. Citizen appearances, other than listed agenda items. -None
6. Introductions: Community Development Director, Committee members, and Chamber attendees. –Formal introductions to the committee of Nicole Sidoff, City of Evansville Community Development Director and Christina Slaback, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director
7. Chamber report.
a. Chamber website review—Database of properties up and reviewed.  Discussed fine-tuning categories for clarity, scaling logos to fit the windows, and using placeholder pictures to make site more attractive.  Committee noted that this iteration was much more in the way the database was envisioned and thanked the Chamber for the work done.
--Also, Chamber planning and visioning meeting has been held and it was noted that the Chamber, like other organizations in town, was still feeling ill effects of a sour economy.

8. Tourism subcommittee report (Sue)- Upcoming events; Chili March 9, Chocolate Extravaganza Feb 16, Energy Fair April 19, Art Crawl April 26, RRTF May 17-19, Plein Air to end June 23, Bridge dedication ceremony May 31. Peace Park planning continues as does planning for disc golf course at Leota Park.
9. Update on Rail Study Discussion—Nicole and Dan discussing RFP draft depending on Fitchburg/Oregon’s success with WSOP grant application.  Hope to have RFP’s out by March
10. Retail Market Analysis Study Update

a. Survey results discussion—Results show, among other things, that local advertising in Review and Shopper are still effective ways to reach people that shop in Evansville and that there are cooperative advertising opportunities to be explored.
i. Brandon to share results at Chamber meeting

ii. Need for a simple handout showing locations and hours of opening for business in town so that they can cross promote

iii. Committee will continue to sift list for actionables

b. City-edge Sign Discussion and possible team formed –Further discussion of the possibility for adding event advertising to city-edge signs and a five-year revisit to the wayfinding signage in city.  Gene, Nicole, and Sarah will lead the exploration and reconnect with the 2008 workgroup for wayfinding.
i. February agenda should include a wayfinding item

11. New Business
12. Meeting Reminder: Next regular meeting February 18, 2013, 6:00 pm 
a. Summit Action Plans—Setting Priorities
b. Economic Development Committee Handbook –Nicole discussed creation of a handbook similar to those for other committees and asked for feedback on items to be included.
13. Motion to adjourn—7:34 by Berg/Senn
--Jim Brooks, Chairman
