City of Evansville

Economic Development Committee Subcommittee on Tourism
Tuesday, May 7, 2013, 6:30 PM
Creekside Place, 102 Maple St., Evansville, WI

MINUTES
1. Call to order at 6:33 p.m.
2. Roll call. Present:  Jenny Bammert, Sue Berg, John Decker, Christina Slaback, Dave VanDerHaegen; Ex Officio Sandy Decker, Jim Brooks.  

3. Motion to approve agenda.  Decker/Slaback.  Unanimous. 

4. Motion to waive the reading of the minutes from April 1, 2013, and approve them as printed.  Slaback/Decker.  Unanimous.    

5. Citizen appearances.  None.  

6. Marketing/promotional opportunities and updates.

a. Jim Brooks represents Evansville in the collaboration to promote detours to Evansville, Beloit, Janesville and Stoughton during I-39/90 reconstruction/ expansion project.  The group meets quarterly, and the next meeting is Aug. 6.  There will be no application for a JEM (Joint Effort Marketing) grant from the Tourism Department, due to advice that detour marketing will not merit JEM grant support.   

b. The original content of the walking tour handbook has been proofread. John Decker will edit the content on a disk for the remaining National Register of Historic Places districts in Evansville, and forward the information to the group for review.  Dan Wietecha and John Decker have the majority of photographs needed.  Sue Berg will coordinate a list of photographs to match the handbook content.   
7. Retail Market Analysis Subcommittee:  no report. 
8. Tourism activities review: 

a. Ice Age Trail:  The National Park Service hosted a public meeting April 29 in Evansville that was attended by more than 100 people.  Public comment will be accepted through June 1.  
b. Bridge naming and historical plaque dedication.  John Decker will apply for a picnic with wine license for the reception at Allen Creek Gallery, coordinate with Lisa and Matthias James, and arrange for food and beverage.  The permit has been granted to close Main Street from 3:30-3:45 p.m. Committee.  
c. Peace Park: John Gishnock of Formecology has designed the park space with a labyrinth and walking path.  The park committee is awaiting approval from the State Historic Preservation Officer to locate in Seminary Park; all other approvals have been secured.  Fundraising will begin as soon as final placement approval is granted.  

d. The development of a 9-hole disc golf course on a section of Lake Leota Park is still in fundraising mode.  The design was approved but may be changed to meet professional player standards.  Jenny Bammert’s husband, a former disc golf pro, will be approached for participation.   
e. The Energy Fair April 19 had about 1800-2000 participants.  In 2014, the traditional third Friday day lands on Good Friday; the date will be moved to April 25.  

f. The Art Crawl attracted visitors from well beyond Evansville area, and local businesses reported a busy evening.  The prize winner was from Illinois. Christina Slaback reported that some businesses expressed interest in developing a monthly evening event to attract patrons.

g. Rally Round the Flag is set for May 17-19.  Jenny Bammert will contact Piggly Wiggly about selling tickets for the Victorian Tea.  Tickets for the ice cream social are more likely to be sold “at the door.” One cavalry horse/rider will be on site for School Day May 17 and Saturday, May 18. About 100 reenactors are anticipated.  

h. June 8 is the Rock County Dairy Breakfast at Thompson Dairy Farm, east of Janesville.  Sue Berg will contact Sandy Larson about having a tourism table there. 
i. The Theodore Robinson Plein Air Painting Contest is June 14-23.  Invitations to artists to participate have been sent. 

j. No report on the library’s annual ice cream social, set this year for June 27.

k. July 3-7 Fourth of July activities will have 2 nights with bands.  
l. Auditions for Seussical the Musical (July 12-14, 19-20) are coming up. 

m. Event planning continues to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the railroad’s arrival in Evansville.  The event is July 18-20.   
n. Rock County 4-H Fair is July 23-28.  Sue Berg will contact James Otterstein about the date set for Evansville.  Dave VanDerHaegen and Jenny Bammert volunteered to attend the booth. 
o. Wisconsin State Fair is Aug. 1-11.  Discover Wisconsin hasn’t responded to requests for information/participation yet.

p. Community Garage Sale Day is Aug. 3.  
q. Night Out at The Park is new and set for August 15.  Mary Beaver is coordinating this event, which features fire, police and emergency personnel and equipment.

r. 14 South Artists Tour is Sept. 27.  
s. Oktoberfest has been changed to Oct. 5.  

t. Evansville’s 150th anniversary is noted for 2016.  

9. New business.

a. Green tourism was tabled until the July meeting.

b. Tourism literature distribution will be managed by Jenny Bammert, with assistance from Christina Slaback.  Brochures to distribute are: Barn Quilt, Rock County Tourism, Discover Wisconsin, Restaurants and Historic Walking Tour. 

c. Jenny Bammert is updating the calendar website www.evansville-wisconsin.com 

10. Next meeting.
The Tourism Committee will meet Tuesday, July 16, 2013, at 6:30 p.m., at Creekside Place.  
11. Meeting adjourned 8:20 p.m.  Slaback/VanDerHaegen. 
